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Reconnecting Community 
If the experience of the past two years has 
taught us anything, it is that we are resilient 
and we can survive but that in order to 
thrive and flourish, people need people. 
Throughout Semester 1 we have carefully 
navigated the evolving landscape as we 
learn to live with COVID-19 but we have 
remained steadfastly focused on coming 
together and reconnecting as community.

A distinct generosity of spirit has permeated 
our community as we have worked together 
to rebuild and reinvigorate our face-to-
face learning, co-curricular programs and 
community events. We celebrate a culture 
that focuses on supporting and growing 
the gifts and strengths of people within our 
community. This strengths-based approach 
supports opportunities to recognise and 
grow young people who will use their gifts 
to make a difference. 

The Year 7 cohort began their Luther 
journey with the camp experience at 
Phillip Island, building relationships and 
connections with each other, some of which 
will last a lifetime. While at the Opening 
Service we celebrated the success and 
outstanding academic achievements of 
VCE students in 2021 who are looking 
with excitement and anticipation to the 
future. As I reflect on these students, those 
beginning their time at Luther College and 
those who celebrated the completion of 
secondary schooling, it is clear that our 
holistic and spiritual approach to learning 
and engagement embeds a rich and lasting 
culture, the bedrock for their lives to come. 

Earlier this year we celebrated the Ruby 
and Gold Reunions, where past students 
of 40 and 50 years ago reconnected, 
celebrated and reminisced, sharing stories 
about their experiences at Luther College. 

It was my pleasure to explore with them 
the journey of educational transformation 
of Luther College from 1964 to the present 
day and to look at how we are now 
adapting, evolving and shaping Luther 
College into what it needs to be to fulfill the 
needs of, not only today’s young people, 
but future generations. It is pleasing to see 
these special events well-attended by our 
Alumni each year and we look forward to 
welcoming past students from 10, 20 and 
30 years ago later in the year.

I encourage you to take the time and 
read through the pages of this edition of 
LutherLetter as it captures a snapshot our 
learning, co-curricular activities, events and 
celebrations from our first semester in 2022. 
The ASPIRE student reflection contributions 
provide some wonderful insights into 
their personal experiences as they have 
engaged with Monash University and the 
Thrive Asia-Pacific program as they aspire 
to be the very best that they can be. From 
EISM Sports Carnivals, to Chalk the Walk, 
music performances and concerts, and 
Shrek the Musical, it has certainly been an 
eventful semester, packed with experiences 
throughout many different learning areas 
across the college. 

We give thanks to our God, for blessing us 
with our students, families, staff and our 
extended community. We are truly grateful 
for all the opportunities that are provided 
to us and will continue to celebrate the 
strengths and God-given gifts and abilities 
of all within our community as we look 
forward to a bright and exceptional future 
for many generations to follow.

Jacqui Layfield 
Principal

 
From the  
Principal

We give thanks to our God, 
for blessing us with our 
students, families, staff and 
our extended community. 
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From the Chaplain

What’s your favourite colour?

I wonder why it’s your favourite colour. 
Is it to do with fashion, or the feeling you 
get when you are around that colour? 
Perhaps it’s to do with what suits you? 
It’s interesting the way that we associate 
different emotions, events or even people 
with different colours.

In the church season of Pentecost, we use 
the colour red. Red symbolises the Holy 
Spirit and is associated with the tongues of 
fire that appeared with the disciples.

Not long after this happens in the book of 
Acts in the bible, we are introduced to a 
woman named Lydia, associated with the 
colour purple. Acts 16: 14-15 says “One of 
them was Lydia from Thyatira, a merchant 
of expensive purple cloth, who worshipped 
God. As she listened to us, the Lord 
opened her heart, and she accepted what 

Paul was saying. She and her household 
were baptized, and she asked us to be her 
guests.” 

So this well-to-do, female entrepreneur who 
has no Jewish background but loves the 
Jewish God, listens to Paul with an open 
heart to the story of Jesus. She essentially 
immediately responds: “Oh, the Jewish God 
became human, died for me, was raised for 
me, and wants to make me new? I’m up for 
that. Let’s do this.”

She then uses her position, her influence, 
assets and especially hospitality to help get 
the church started in Europe. I wonder how 
you today might use your influence, assets, 
hospitality, and perhaps even your favourite 
colour to allow God’s Holy Spirit to work 
through you to the benefit of others?

Anita Foster 
Chaplain

A busy start to Year 7!
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The 2021 Luther College Dux 
Charlton Burr, Proxime Accessit 
Jessica McCall and subject 
Dux recipients for VCE subjects 
undertaken in 2021 were recognised 
for their outstanding academic 
achievements at the Senior School 
Opening Service and VCE Dux 
Presentations earlier this year. 

While restrictions (at the time) meant density 
limits applied, the service was watched via 
live stream by many across our community. 
In addition to recognising outstanding 
performances by our VCE students, the 
service was also an opportunity to install 
incoming College Captains, House Captains 
and new teachers and staff, blessing them 
for the year ahead. 

The ceremony also saw the announcement 
of our 2022 Senior School ASPIRE 
participants. The Advanced Support 
Program and Individual Recognition of 
Excellence (ASPIRE) is designed to identify, 
support and recognise students who are 
pursuing performance excellence in the 
fields of Performing Arts or Sport. Read 
more about ASPIRE on page 22.

Opening Service

From the Director of Teaching & Learning

What a joy to experience learning in the 
“real world” again this year. Nothing can 
replace the personal interactions and 
connections we make with each other as 
we learn. I asked teachers from various 
learning areas to describe the great things 
about students being back on campus 
and in the physical rather than virtual 
space. We have seen an array of learning 
domains, together with multi-disciplinary 

approaches, that give our students vastly 
different experiences. But, as you will see, 
a common thread emerges that reminds 
us just how personal learning is, and 
how we must treasure those moments of 
true engagement and relationships with 
each other. Bonds that are built by being 
together, face to face in the real world. 

Deborah Hollis  
Director of Teaching & Learning

“ Learning is experience.  
Everything else is just information.”

 Albert Einstein.
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Charlton Burr  
Dux

Charlton was a valued member of the Luther College 
community, working at a consistently high level throughout 
his six years at Luther. Charlton was always focused, driven 
and demonstrated a superior work ethic. His results indicative 
of his ability to problem solve and investigate subject matter 
at a deeper level. Charlton achieved outstanding results, with 
an ATAR of 99.3. He was subject Dux of English Language, 
Mathematics: Further, Methods and Specialist. 

Charlton is studying Science at Monash University. 
Congratulations Charlton. 

Jessica McCall  
Proxime Accessit

Throughout her six years at Luther College, Jessica was a fine 
role model for other students, evident by her Senior School 
Vice-Captain appointment in her final year. Jessica was 
always polite, cooperative and enthusiastic, she took initiative, 
worked hard and showed passion for things that mattered 
to her, including Cheong House. Jessica achieved an ATAR 
of 98.65 and was Dux of Literature and Physical Education 
(2020). 

This year Jessica is studying Physiotherapy (Honours) at 
Monash University. 

Charlton Burr 
Dr Caroline Gargett Scholarship for 
Excellence in Science 

This prestigious monetary scholarship has been generously 
established by the Gargett family on behalf of Dr Caroline 
Gargett, in recognition of her role as one of Australia’s leading 
medical research scientists. The scholarship is designed to 
assist a student of outstanding academic merit in science to 
transition to studies in a science degree at tertiary level. 

Dr Gargett has received a number of national and international 
awards for her research and has also received numerous 
invitations to speak at international conferences on her 
pioneering work. She continues to serve on numerous boards 
and is considered a leader in her field. 

The 2021 recipient is Charlton Burr. Congratulations Charlton. 
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Top Designs
Congratulations to James Crocket, 
whose outstanding piece was 
displayed at the 2022 Victorian Top 
Designs Exhibition at the Melbourne 
Convention Centre in April. 

The exhibition celebrated the very best of 
Unit 3 and 4 student work from a range 
of design-based study areas (in 2021). 
With submissions judged over several 
stages, including folio work and final 
production pieces, this was an impressive 
achievement. 

James’ steampunk-inspired computer 
case was displayed front and centre at the 
entrance of the exhibition, earning pride 
of place amongst other impressive works. 
What makes this even more special is that 
James, along with the other design students, 
achieved this while having to work partially 
from home while in lockdown. Teachers Mr 
Nick Stefanac and Mr Tony Stacey were in 
attendance to lend their support to James 
and represent Luther College. James has 
demonstrated diligence, determination, and 
talent and we congratulate him on such an 
impressive achievement.

Sam Benson  
Douglas C W Maroney Prize  
for Legal Studies 

The Douglas C W Maroney Prize for Legal Studies is 
awarded each year to the top student in Year 12 Legal 
Studies. Mr Maroney was a highly respected lawyer who 
served as Chair of Luther College Council and in recognition 
of his outstanding service to Luther, the College Council 
established this annual award. On this occasion the award 
is truly special with Mr Maroney’s grandson, Sam Benson, 
achieving the honour. Sam was presented the award by 
his mother Dr Leanne Benson, Mr Maroney’s daughter and 
Luther Alumni. 

Congratulations Sam, we wish you well for your Year 12 
studies in 2022. 
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Back on Campus!

Christian Studies

Students have been busy in Christian 
Studies, participating in a variety of 
activities, incursions and excursions. 

Our Year 7 students spent time focusing on 
stories from the Old Testament (Creation 
and Abraham), using coloured paper to 
make their own stars to remember. 

I will surely bless you and make your 
descendants as numerous as the stars  
in the sky as the sand on the seashore 
(God to Abraham, Genesis 22:17)

Students in Year 10 explored what it means 
to be made in the Image of God, asking 
‘what is the Soul’ and creating visual 
images to represent their understanding. 
Indigenous Educator Colin Atkinson 
worked with our Year 9 students, teaching 
them to cook with the native ingredient 
wattleseed, while also working with a 
group of Year 11 students prior to their 
departure to Central Australia.

The Year 11 Elective program has also 
been busy, with the World Religions 
elective zooming with students from Mt. 
Scopus Jewish College to learn about 
growing up in Melbourne as a Jewish 
teenager. The Music and Faith elective 
ran a Chapel service for staff and students 
and there was a visit to the First People’s 
exhibition at the Melbourne Museum. 

Kellie Lohrey 
Head of Christian Studies
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Languages

Learning a language together sure beats 
Zoom! Students have really benefited from 
the informal interactions, peer teaching and 
collaboration that goes on in Languages. 
From the Year 7s, who have discovered that 
gamed-based Quizlet is so much better live, 
to the Year 12s, who are busy practising 
their conversation skills with each other. The 
pandemic has helped us to be grateful for 
the opportunity to learn from and with one 
another in the same room. 

Year 7 students of German tried their hand 
at some traditional German easter activities. 
Sack (Sackhüpfen) and egg and spoon 
(Eierlaufen) races as well as traditional 
easter egg-dyeing (Eierfärben).

Willkommen zurück! 欢迎你们回来!  
Selamat datang kembali!

Julian Perry 
Head of Languages 

Humanities

Humanities classes in the Middle School 
have thrived in Semester one, with the 
return of on campus learning. Year 7 and 
8 Geography students had the opportunity 
to extend their geographical thinking by 
conducting fieldwork, including locally at 
Lipscombe Park Croydon, as well as at 
coastlines along the Mornington Peninsula. 
Year 8 History students immersed 
themselves in a medieval experience, 
exploring many aspects of medieval 
life such as music and dance, the age 
of chivalry and early medieval warfare. 
Students have thoroughly enjoyed these 
active learning experiences and it has been 
delightful to provide the opportunity to 
engage with the world around us. 

Melina Lucisano 
Acting 7-8 Humanities Learning Leader 

One of the best things about being back 
face-to-face are undoubtedly the incidental 
conversations that occur with students. 
Whether it is engaging in a robust class 
discussion or simply arguing the latest 
football result, these conversations help 
build essential rapport and similarly 
provide helpful connection points for future 
interactions.

Stephen Frigo 
9-VCE History Learning Leader 
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Food Technology

Food technology students have been back 
in action this semester! Online cooking was 
fun but nothing beats face-to-face hands-
on instruction in a class environment when 
it comes to cooking. Our students have 
also enjoyed excursions, including a recent 
trip to the Yarra Valley.

Students have also built some excellent 
skills during the weeklong culinary 
adventure that was LutherChef. A record 
number of 75 teams participated in the 
activities, the highest number ever, and 
representative of how much students are 
enjoying being back on campus! 

Louise Ruzic 
7-10 Design Technologies (Food)  
Learning Leader

Science 

One of the greatest pleasures of teaching 
and learning Science is to engage in 
practical activities which model student 
understandings of concepts that can be 
quite abstract at times. To explore the way 
electrons flow in a galvanic cell, to observe 
chemical reactions which demonstrate 
different levels of solubility or to investigate 
the effect of mass on the acceleration of an 
object are all activities made much richer 
with hands-on experience. 

It has been wonderful this semester to 
have the opportunity to provide these 
experiences for students. Some of the 
activities students have been involved in 
Senior School include fingerprint analysis, 

bacterial transformation using genetically 
engineered plasmids, PCR and gel 
electrophoresis to amplify and analyse 
genes in genetically modified food, and 
constructing models of molecules and 
ionic lattices to explore the different way 
particles bond. In Middle School, students 
have investigated the way light reflects 
and refracts using light boxes and lenses, 
explored the impacts of resource extraction 
using “chocolate chip cookie mining” and 
looked at the structure of the mammalian 
eye and brain by carrying out dissections.

Lance Johns 
Acting 7-12 Science Learning Leader 
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Health & Physical Education

As always, it’s been a busy time in the HPE 
department. Our Year 7 and 8 students 
spent time researching the benefits of being 
physically active and the impact it has 
physically, emotionally and spiritually and on 
their learning. In addition, they have been 
investigating strategies to help themselves 
and others become more inclusive and 
understanding of the diverse community we 

live in. The Year 9s in the SOAPE elective 
have been tapping into their thrill seeking, 
adventurous side while Year 10 students 
investigated how to keep themselves and 
their peers safe and healthy in various 
situations as they move into adulthood. 
They also researched and developed ways 
to help maintain their own wellbeing in 
Term 1. The VCE HHD and PE students are 

working as hard as ever and gearing up for 
the last push in Semester 2. Our Year 12 
PE students have worked with an external 
company to do their VO2 max testing which 
has been very well received.

Iain Dickson 
Head of Health and Physical Education 

Rite Journey Year 9

It’s been so exciting to be back on campus 
with our Rite Journey classes for 2022.

Earlier this year students explored “Who am 
I?’ by participating in a Calling Ceremony, 
held at the Mt Lofty Summit. It was a time 
to reflect on the past with gratitude and 
look forward to the future.

Students have also written and shared their 
own stories, reflecting on how those around 
them have influenced their identity to date. 
They also designed their own symbols 
representing themselves and added this 
to their class talking sticks and cloths, 
symbolically making a commitment to their 
group for the year.

Students have participated in various 
physical, social, emotional, mental and 
spiritual challenges designed to encourage 
them to think about ‘How they get on with 
others? Challenges have included Djembe 
drumming together, passing through the 
cheese grater (skipping challenge), working 
with staves, completing Rock and Water 
activities and rock climbing to name a 
few. Rebuilding strong social connections, 
mixing with new peer groups and building 
respectful relationships was a focus for the 
remainder of the term.

Julie Attrill 
Rite Journey Learning Leader
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Pastoral care is an essential 
ingredient in the educational 
experience at Luther College. 
Each student belongs to one 
of six Houses and within that 
House are important structures 
and experiences that promote 
wellbeing, belonging and a sense  
of community. 

As staff, we continually challenge ourselves 
by asking what we can do to enhance 
the experience of our students. When 
it comes to pastoral care, it’s finding 
the right balance between reactive and 
proactive strategies that’s truly enhancing 
our approach. Two proactive initiatives 
are outlined below – a restorative practice 
approach and student wellbeing surveys. 
Both demonstrate the important priority 
being placed on wellbeing at Luther. 

In addition, we invite you to read about 
House Public Speaking, an annual 
competition which created excellent 
teamwork and collaboration opportunities. 

Restorative Practice approaches

Restorative practice is a whole school 
teaching and learning approach that 
encourages behaviour that is supportive 
and respectful.

As a college, we see positive and 
supportive relationships as central to 
providing a safe learning environment. 
Restorative practice seeks to deepen 
existing relationships with a common 
language, approach and understanding that 

is based on healthy, mutual respect. This 
approach aligns with our core Lutheran 
values and beliefs and will provide a 
framework for students, families and staff 
to learn and grow together. We will begin 
training with staff over the coming terms 
and share more with students and parents 
as we continue prioritising relationships that 
flourish.

Student Wellbeing Surveys

From Term 3 we will be introducing regular 
student wellbeing surveys; a private online 
tool using the software Skodel. The survey 
will allow us to have a wellbeing check-in 
not just with each student but to monitor 
wellbeing across all our students at the 
same time. It is a short visual survey 
that encourages students to identify and 
reflect on their emotions in a comfortable 
way. Students can also access resources 
from renowned clinical psychologist and 
resilience author Andrew Fuller and create 
their own plan to improve their wellbeing. 
Our pastoral staff can also respond directly 
to students and help support them on their 
wellbeing journey over their years at Luther.

These initiatives form part of a continuous 
improvement mindset, one where 
enhancing the experiences of students and 
staff is central. Putting time, energy and 
resources into people is paramount.

How are you feeling today?

Richard Malone Director of Middle 
School 
Tim Martin Director of Senior School

From the Directors of Middle and Senior Schools

House Public Speaking
House Public Speaking is an important annual event on the school calendar, it’s an 
opportunity for students not just to support their House (and get a tad competitive), but 
also to engage in deep debate and consideration of important issues and current affairs. 

In 2022 our students discussed topics including: 

Covid
Looking after ourselves / what 
we learnt about ourselves during 
lockdown.

Innovation
Advanced technology is 
overrated and self-driving cars 
won’t take off.

Science
The recent billionaires’ race to 
the moon and Mars is a waste 
of money.

Environment
We are too busy living in the 
now to fix climate change.

Schools
Students could learn more if 
school was from home two 
days a week.

Sport
Sport gives us a necessary 
break from the seriousness 
of life. 

Seasons
My favourite Australian 
season is…

Fashion
Wearing designer brands 
is overrated.

Social Media
All social media has taught us is 
that we are suckers for gossip 
and laughs.
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There were some thought-provoking insights provided by all our teams: 

Year level winners 

Year 7 Wicklow
Charlie Hamilton-Smith, Max Hou,  
Gracie Miles, Bronwyn N

Year 8 Nelson
Jade Maffoda, Isabella Neagle, Harry Pennell,  
Callum Sanders, Inari Webber, Tayla Wilson

Year 9 Nelson
Jasmine Dane, Charlet Montgomery,  
Imogen Montgomery, Tessa Rowlands

Year 10 Cheong
Flynn B, Eva K, Ava Kernich, Shivesh Nand,  
Emma Payne

Year 11 
(DRAW)

Yarra Lithika Dharmasena, Jett Hartman, Jess Howard

Nelson
Ryan Atkinson, Ella Fryer, Charlotte Risby,  
Sean Webber

Year 12 Birt Lily Messom and Samuel Lo

Adjudicators were looking for substance and 
depth, whether students had really understood and 
researched the topics, were their arguments well 
considered and backed by evidence? How was 
it presented, was it engaging and cohesive and 
how was it structured, did it flow and did House 
members work as a team to write and present it?

There were some outstanding presentations and, 
in some cases, just a few points between first and 
sixth place including a tie for first place for our Year 
11 cohort. 

Congratulations to Nelson House for the overall win. 

Innovation: Advanced technology 
is overrated, and self-driving cars 
won’t take off. 

Advanced technology can be defined 
as a new or developing IT innovation 
that has only a few users yet promises 
to provide advancements for the future. 
Current day technology was once 
advanced technology. We are living 
off the advanced technology that our 
ancestors worked hard to give us.

Imagine those who are unable to drive 
having access to easy transport, those 
with disabilities being able to own their 
own cars and experience their own 
independence and freedom - imagine 
the benefits.

Ryan, Ella, Charlotte and Sean 
Year 11

Students could learn more if 
school was from home two 
days a week.

It would allow students the freedom 
to set the pace of their own learning 
and to structure it in a way that 
keeps them most productive. It would 
also help them learn what works 
for them, what doesn’t and where 
they struggle. It taught me so much 
about work-life balance and that’s a 
legitimate skill to have:

• how to manage a social life

• how to be active and stay healthy

•  how to maintain a level of 
academic success 

And at the same time, how to actually 
enjoy my life.

Lithika, Jett and Jess 
Year 11

The best part of lockdowns is 
what we learnt about ourselves. 

We are the ones who finished primary 
school and started high school during 
a worldwide pandemic! This has in 
some ways defined us. It hasn’t been 
easy, yet we have proven ourselves as 
resilient and adaptable. 

For me looking back over the last two 
years I feel that I value my family and 
friends more than ever and even being 
at school seems like a luxury. One 
day our children and their children 
will be opening chapter eight of their 
history books and reading about the 
Coronavirus pandemic, and we will all 
have our stories to tell. 

Jade, Isabella, Harry,  
Callum, Inari and Tayla  
Year 8

Overall Results 

Nelson

Wicklow

Yarra

Birt

Cheong

Warran
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Swimming

Winning the Open Girls, Under 16 
Girls and coming overall second, 
Team Luther had a great night 
at the Melbourne Sports and 
Aquatic Centre for EISM Division 
1 swimming. 

While all participants did an outstanding 
job, a special mention goes to the Under 
13 Boys Medley Relay, Under 16 Girls 
Medley Relay, Open Girls Freestyle Relay 
teams plus individual winners Oliver 
Hall (Under 13 Boys Freestyle) and Sam 
Churchward (Under 15 Boys Freestyle). 

Thank you also to Bayley McKenzie, 
Fergus Parrott, Mitchell Gorry, Sienna 
Taylor, Beau Garrett and Patience Donis 
for their significant contributions at late 
notice either swimming up age groups 
or filling in. A big team effort that really 
reflects our community spirit.

EISM Carnivals

From the Director of Educational Operations

Student Learning Beyond   
the Classroom

Our Co-Curricular Programs are back 
in action and they provide students with 
opportunities to learn, challenge and grow. 
These programs drive student leadership, 
broaden horizons, build character, resilience 
and community.

Shrek the Musical was a huge hit with 5 
sell-out shows and it was fantastic to sit 
and enjoy the culmination of months and 
months of work! It is truly a joy to see 
our students on stage, in the orchestra 
and behind the scenes, particularly since 
the restrictions of the last few years. 
We have such talented students and it 
was wonderful to celebrate all that the 
performing arts bring to our community.

Our music program is back in full swing 
with performances at the Warrandyte 
Festival and Jazz in the Hills. The Autumn 

Concert took place with students in a 
range of ensembles performing the works 
of Australian composers and arrangers. 
From Training Band to Show Choir to Soul 
Band, there was something for everyone as 
students showcased their musical talents.

Arts Week saw creativity take flight with 
the Chalk the Walk theme being Enjoy the 
Moment. It was a wonderful celebration of 
our students’ creative talents.

Our athletes participated in a broad range 
of competitions from swimming to touch 
rugby to EISM competitive sport. We are 
very proud of our students for their effort, 
sportspersonship, enthusiasm and athletic 
performance.

Looking ahead to Semester 2, I encourage 
our students to be brave, to push their 
limits, to consider every possibility and to 
try something new!

Celeste Acfield 
Director of Educational Operations
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Athletics

Congratulations to our EISM Athletics Team 
for an outstanding effort, coming in second 
by just thirty points. Having missed our 
House Athletics Carnival and with limited 
training opportunities, the team pulled 
together to achieve an incredible result. The 
rain held off and conditions remained good 
for the daylong event at Lakeside Stadium 
in Albert Park. We celebrated a convincing 
win for the Boys Aggregate Trophy, Senior 
Boys and Under 14 Girls who each won 
their age group. 

Special mentions go to:

•  Bridie Neale for breaking the U14 Girls 
80m Hurdles record and a number of 
race wins.

•  Rebecca Starick and Emily Mizzi who 
competed in an age group up to help 
support gaps and absences. 

•  Iain Gibson who showed wonderful 
competitive spirit across numerous 
events. 

•  Jodie Wilson and Olivia Murley who not 
only filled last minute spots but for their 
eagerness to support the team and go 
above and beyond. 

•  Olivia Button, Amelie Nawrocki and 
Charlotte Kennedy were also a terrific 
team of helpers. 

We are so proud of each and everyone 
for their effort, enthusiasm, and athletic 
performance. 

Following the success of the Division 1 event, many of our students were invited to 
participate in the EISM Champions Carnival, which again saw much success, including: 

FIRST
Under 16 Girls Freestyle Relay

Under 16 Girls Medley Relay

SECOND
Oliver Hall Under 13 Boys Freestyle

Sam Churchward Under 15 Boys Freestyle

Sam Kernich Open Boys Freestyle

Mia Harrington Under 14 Girls Backstroke

Ava Kernich Under 16 Girls Breaststroke

Under 13 Boys Freestyle Relay

Under 13 Boys Medley Relay

Under 14 Girls Medley Relay

Under 14 Boys Medley Relay

THIRD
Taylah Price Open Girls Freestyle

Ava Kernich Under 16 Girls Backstroke

Sam Kernich Open Boys Backstroke

Piper Naismith Open Girls Breaststroke

Under 14 Boys Freestyle Relay

Open Boys Freestyle Relay

Well done to every student who participated. 
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Chalk 
the 
Walk 
The annual Chalk the Walk 
competition was a fun and festive 
week for all, with teams of students 
working collaboratively to create 
incredible chalk drawings. 

Recess and lunchtimes were a hive of 
activity with teams hard at work and their 
supporters cheering them on. A special 
thanks to our music students for their 
lunchtime gig, it was a fabulous addition. 

This year’s theme was ‘enjoy the moment’.

Congratulations to: 
1st place:

Millie Doon, Ruby Doon, Maddy Draeger 
and Phoebe Job 

2nd place:

Xuen Chong, Phoebe Jackman,  
Emma Payne and Kai Were

Our two Year 7 winning teams: 

Kiara Grant, Alex McMillan and  
Madeline Tavenor 

Lainey Carrigg, Elizabeth Loosely,  
Abby Vander Jagt and Summer Wilson
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Who did it?
Year 12 Theatre Studies production of Clue

Theatre Studies explores theatre-
making, giving students the 
opportunity to work individually and 
collaboratively in various production 
roles such as acting, direction and 
design (costume, set, props, make-
up, lighting and sound). 

In May, our Year 12 Theatre Studies 
students staged quite the murder mystery, 
with their production of Clue at the Knox 
Community Arts Centre. Characters 
including Wadsworth, the uptight butler, 
Miss Scarlett, the gossiping socialite, 
Colonial Mustard and Professor Plum made 
appearances along with many others. 

Congratulations on an outstanding 
performance. 

What is Year 12 Theatre Studies? 

• visits to the theatre

•  the creation of theatrical 
performances

•  the analysis of their own and 
professional performances

•  classes exploring the theoretical 
underpinnings of the practical work
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Music rang through the College 
Chapel on May 17 with the sounds 
of our annual Autumn Concert. 

Hosted by Music Captains Claire and 
Lily, there were performances by our 
Symphonic Band, Concert Band, Training 
Band, Collyer Strings, Maplewood Strings, 
The Scrolls, Electric Strings, Soul Band, 
Senior Stage Band, Rock Ensemble, 
Double Bass Quartet, Percussion Ensemble 
and Show Choir.

Music included some contemporary tunes 
such as Dance Monkey (Tones and I) and 
This Love (Maroon 5) plus classics Don’t 
get around much anymore (Duke Ellington) 
and Birdsong (Spring) from The Four 
Seasons (Vivaldi). It was wonderful to be 
making music again, in person, celebrating 
the talents of our students and staff. 
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Warrandyte 
Festival
The Luther College Soul Band 
had a great time performing at the 
Warrandyte Festival earlier this 
year with thousands of people in 
attendance. 

The festival is a popular event, attracting 
people from across Melbourne with its 
street parade, Film Feast, free workshops, 
performances and community stalls. Year 10 
students, Shivesh Nand, Lachlan Anchow 
and Erik Rolavs, also known as Drei Kleinen 
Jazzschweine or Three Little Jazz Pigs also 
took part in the Battle of the Bands performing 
four tunes and entertaining the crowd. 

Jazz  
in the Hills 
In semester one, the college hosted 
Jazz in the Hills, an afternoon 
concert experience with our Senior 
Stage Band, Make It Up Club Stage 
Band and VCE Music Students. 

What was meant to be a sun filled picnic 
with gelato and sunglasses, soon became 
a snug indoor event with hot chocolate 
and coffee. Anyone who lives in Melbourne 
knows to expect four seasons in one day 
and despite the forecast being for sun, the 
rain came a plenty! 

That didn’t dampen spirits, instead testing 
the acoustics of the Atrium in Building W 
which didn’t disappoint. Families had a 
wonderful afternoon and students had an 
all-important opportunity to play in public.
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Described as the greatest fairy-tale never 

told, the college production of Shrek the 

Musical was the perfect combination of 

stunning vocals, high energy dance numbers, 

heartfelt dialogue and comedic moments.

Performing to over 2000 people, over five 

sell out shows, a team of over 130 students, 

staff and volunteers worked collaboratively 

to deliver this unforgettable theatrical 

experience.

Special thanks to Creative Director Ms 

Kate Amey and Musical Director Mr Steven 

Majstorovic for bringing to life this beautiful 

story, which reminds us to embrace our 

differences and be proud of our individuality.
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Don Elgin strikes a chord

ASPIRE students had the 
opportunity to participate in a 
motivational and goal setting 
session with Paralympian Don Elgin. 

Don was born without the lower half of 
his left leg but that didn’t stop him from 
competing internationally at events including 

the Paralympic Games and Commonwealth 
Games. Don has been Track and Field 
Manager for the Australian Paralympic 
Team and regularly gives inspiring and 
motivational sessions to young people. 
What a privilege it was to have Don visit 
Luther.

ASPIRE

The Advanced Support Program and 
Individual Recognition of Excellence 
(ASPIRE) is designed to identify, 
support and recognise students 
who are pursuing performance 
excellence in the fields of Performing 
Arts or Sport. It has been developed 
to provide a clear and formalised 
approach to the way in which we 
identify, support and recognise 
our students that are pursuing 
elite pathways in those areas. The 
program feeds identified students 
into our Pastoral Care team to 
provide support while they combine 
their performance or sporting 
commitments with their academic 
pursuits.

ASPIRE students have access to personal 
development opportunities through 
participation in workshops designed to 
help build mindset skills, an understanding 
of high performance psychology and 
make connections with other like-minded 
individuals to help build relationships 
and resilience. The program celebrates 

and recognises student achievements 
and milestones as well as strengthening 
community connections and partnerships 
into the future. 

Luther College partnered with the Monash 
Business School to take part in the Thrive 
Global program founded by Arianna 
Huffington. ASPIRE students also met 
paralympian Don Elgin in a motivational 
and goal setting session which helped 
them add fuel to their spark and ambition 
to succeed. They were also afforded the 
opportunity to do some self-reflection in 
The Mirror workshop with Tim Alway. 

Some of our ASPIRE students have written 
about their experience in the program thus 
far and we are pleased to support these 
young people as they further develop their 
God-given gifts and abilities.

Celeste Acfield 
Director of Educational Operations
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Sarah far right

The ASPIRE program is off to a 
terrific start this year! 

We have been part of Monash Business 
School Thrive Workshops for four sessions. 
The first session was all about mindsets 
and beliefs, the second session was about 
connection between physical and mental 
wellbeing, and the third session was 
about creating a healthy relationship with 
technology. The fourth and final session 

was about building mental resilience. I 
have found these sessions really helpful 
in learning about our brain and how it can 
impact our performance. 

We also had paralympian Don Elgin visit 
and talk about his journey in becoming 
a Paralympian and how mindset can 
affect our results. Mr Alway also hosted 
a workshop called The Mirror about self-
reflection.

Sarah Hudson Year 8 (Dance) 

Jett Hartman Year 11 (Football) 

With 2022 my 3rd year of being in 
the ASPIRE program, I was really 
looking forward to what it would 
deliver.

I’m happy to say that this year we have 
already participated in many valuable 
workshops aimed at helping us to better 
manage ourselves and continue to do 
well in our chosen area of sport, music, or 
drama. It has given us opportunities to take 
the next step in our journey at becoming 
more self-confident and better leaders. 
The benefits are not just within our chosen 
area but in all aspects of our life including 
school, home and work. 

The workshop that I found most interesting 
and the one I got the most out of personally 

would be the incursion with Don Elgin. Don 
Elgin is an Australian Paralympic track and 
field athlete. Born without his left leg, Don 
overcame many hurdles both personally 
and in his sport to win four medals at three 
Paralympics. Don's story was motivational 
and the way he touched on his past and 
the learnings he shared was something 
I really felt that I could draw on despite 
having very different back grounds. Don 
shared the stories and things that made 
him be able to achieve his great sucess on 
going to the Paralympic Games. 

The ASPIRE program has been a great help 
to me with being able to better prepare, 
manage and grow to be the best person 
and athlete possible.

Sarah Alexander 
Year 12 (Cheerleading)

During the holidays I competed at The 
Cheerleading Worlds 2022 in Florida, 
Orlando. With my team ‘Valkyries’ from 
Melbourne Cheer Academy, it was the 
most amazing experience of my life 
and we ended up coming 8th in the 
world and 4th in the nations cup out 
of 69 teams! We ended up training 2-3 
times a day on the 2-week trip and 
the ASPIRE Program at Luther has 
been the biggest help in moving my 
sacs so that I have more time to study, 
especially before the trip when we were 
training up to 17 hours a week.

ASPIRE Students
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Daisy Evans Year 10 (Voice) 

I am in the ASPIRE program as I am 
a member of the Australian Girls 
Choir (AGC) and perform in their 
highest level choir, the Performing 
Choir. I have been a member of AGC 
for 10 years and have progressed 
through eight levels to where I am 
today. It has given me so many 
amazing performance opportunities 
such as performing with the 
Melbourne Symphony Orchestra, 
at the Boxing Day Ashes Test and 
the Australia Vs England Rugby. 
The ASPIRE program has taught 
me how to be the best I can be in 
my chosen area, with the programs 
and workshops we have been 
involved in. It has also helped me to 
implement many strategies and tools 
into my routine so I can become the 
best performer I can be. 

This year we have been fortunate enough 
to attend the Thrive Global workshops 
through the Monash Business School. The 
workshops were engaging and helped us 
develop healthy habits and beliefs that do 
not limit our ability to perform at the highest 
level. Each of the four sessions had a 
different focus: Well-Being, Purpose, Focus 

and Connection. We began each session 
with a reset, we would place our feet on the 
ground, close our eyes and take a few deep 
mindful breaths. The Monash Business 
School Thriving Performance workshops 
have taught us many micro steps into 
improving our performance. I choose to 
implement these micro steps into my daily 
routine: 

•  Going to bed between 9:30pm – 
10:00pm on the nights I don’t have 
rehearsals. 

•  Completing mindfulness at least once a 
week. 

•  Taking my phone and other non-
essential devices out of my room while I 
study and complete homework. 

•  To warm up and cool down after 
rehearsals and practice. 

•  When I am in a stressful or nerve-
wracking setting to take a few deep 
breaths to centre myself. 

The Don Elgin workshop has been my 
favourite experience, with his advice to 
‘back ourselves and find our reason, our 
drive, and our passion for what we do’. 
He told his story of growing up with a 
disability and how he never let it stop him 
from achieving his goals and dreams. He 
was by far one of the happiest, confident, 
and energetic people I have ever met. His 
energy radiated throughout the group, and 
we were clinging to his every word. Don 
asked us to complete several activities such 
as getting into order of our birthdays and 
height order without talking, only using our 
fingers or using charades to complete the 
task. An activity I found the most beneficial 
was having the whole group stand in two 
lines facing each other. We had a series 
of questions we had to answer with a 

different partner for each. It encouraged 
me to think more deeply about my answer. 
This session helped me to understand my 
own path within music and the Performing 
Arts and where I want to go. The most 
memorable takeaway was Don telling us to 
be selfish, give it a go and to put ourselves 
first. For me this felt like the push I needed 
to become the best performer I can be. To 
push myself and have a mentality that I can 
have a go even if I am not the best. That I 
am worthy of my success and because of 
how much work I put in to reach that goal. 

We also completed The Mirror workshop 
with Mr Alway that focused on who we 
are today and our current situation. This 
was to help us become more self-aware 
and self-judge ourselves less. To focus 
on the good and how much we have all 
achieved so far instead of what we haven't. 
We were instructed to write in third person 
some facts about ourselves as athletes 
and performers, they were things such 
as height, quality of diet, weekly training 
hours, how much sleep we get per night 
and number of days we train each week. 
We then had to write about our habits, 
ambitions, and feelings, still in third person. 
We included things such as our motivations, 
how disciplined we are, if we are proud 
and satisfied in what we do and to add 
relevant information from our ‘real life’. This 
allowed me to reflect on what the Australian 
Girls Choir has done for me. Not only my 
musicality and performance but the values, 
qualities, and the friendships I have made 
which will last a lifetime. 

The ASPIRE program and the workshops 
we have been involved in so far have given 
us all the ability to further improve our 
mindset and develop even more habits, to 
make us the best performers and athletes 
we can be. 

Thomas Anderson Year 7 (Soccer)

ASPIRE: Advanced Support 
Program and Individual Recognition 
of Excellence is a special supporting 
program for gifted athletes and 
performers. 

ASPIRE offers many workshops and 
ways to mentally improve as an athlete/
performer and as a person. We have done 
multiple workshops with Monash Business 
School through their Thrive Global 
Program. These had a focus on wellbeing, 
encouraging us to look at sleep, exercise, 

and nutrition. There was also a workshop 
on purpose, where we search for what we 
stand for as well as focus and connection. 
I found these really helpful and I feel they 
make me very aware of how I can be the 
best version of me I can be. 

In our most recent workshop we took a 
look at how mobile phones are invading 
our world and all the ways to reduce the 
negative impact was extremely helpful. The 
best thing however, is the people. Being 
surrounded by like-minded people who 
have the same drive in them as you do is 

amazing. The trips are so well planned and 
I have made so many friends. I think joining 
the ASPIRE was one of the best things I 
could have had on top of that, missing a 
day of school isn’t too bad either!

ASPIRE continued...
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Luther Connect 
Mother’s Day 
Morning Tea
Luther Connect, our parent led 
community group, hosted a 
special morning tea in May to help 
celebrate our amazing mothers and 
grandmothers.

Welcomed by Middle School Captains 
Jasmine and Keely, guests enjoyed barista 
made coffee, tea and hot chocolate and a 
selection of yummy treats.

Year 9 students Jadon and Charlie kicked 
off proceedings with a piano performance, 
the sounds of Scarlatti and Bach filling  
the room.

Year 9 students Lucas, Calais, Jess and 
Zac, all currently undertaking elective 
subject Innovating for a Creating World, 
delivered food and beverages to guests, 
giving them an important real-world 
experience. The subject sees them learn 
business and entrepreneurial skills as well 
as receive barista training.

Recess came and so too did a flurry of 
students dropping in to say hi and grab a 
photo with mum. 

It was an absolute pleasure to host our 
Mums and we look forward to the next 
Luther Connect event.

A very special thank you to parents Lyndel 
and Iona for your help right throughout the 
morning, it was so very appreciated.

The Mother’s Day morning tea helped 
me gain a better understanding of 
how to interact with others and further 
develop my social skills; especially 
with adults. I also learnt how to 
improve starting and maintaining 
a conversation with people I have 
never met before and how to ensure 
we meet people’s needs and wants 
like dietary requirements. I was 
surprised as to how many mothers/
grandmothers attended the event and 
the diversity and varying age groups 
that were present. It was great to see 
how well everyone got along and how 
conversations were able to easily flow, 
especially when mothers didn’t know 
each other!

I really enjoyed learning new skills 
like being able to carry three plates 
at once, being able to differentiate 
between coffees and being able 
to memorise orders. I also enjoyed 
the atmosphere, the new people I 
got to work with and would strongly 
recommend, if asked, that other 
students say yes to being part of an 
experience like this. It was heaps of fun 
and the new skills learnt and people 
you meet along the way are amazing!

Calais Bolton 
Year 9

I took away many new real-world 
experiences and skills, as well as 
applying what I had learnt during 
class. I particularly enjoyed seeing how 
people appreciated us serving them

Lucas Kent  
Year 9
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Artist in 
Residence 
Phillip 
Edwards 
His hand gently sweeps colour 
across the paper, an infectious 
enthusiasm for his craft evident 
with every stroke. It’s period 6 at 
Luther, his last one for the day, 
and he is surrounded by a class of 
curious Year 8 students, all eager 
to emulate his artistic skill and 
passion for watercolour. 

“I do get a bit arty and excited,” he laughs.

“I’m always looking for ways to lift, what 
can I do to lift by one percent, five or ten 
percent. 

“You see painting is a learnable skill, it can 
be spontaneous and mindful, and I paint 
better than ever because each day I keep 
trying harder and stay humble, knowing 
there is more to learn.”

Daylesford based artist, Phillip Edwards 
has a long running love affair with art, 
creating conceptual pieces through 
sculpture and installation after formal 
training at the Victorian College of the Arts 
where he focused on oil painting. 

The last five years however saw a new 
passion emerge with watercolour and 
landscapes, a new muse, something he is 
keen to inspire amongst others. 

And what better way to do that? 

Phillip is Luther’s Artist in Residence, a title 
he has patiently waited to receive following 
two years of being Artist in Waiting, with a 
worldwide pandemic throwing a spanner 
in the works. 

He is here now and loving it, spending 
time on campus painting, running 
professional development for staff and 
importantly mentoring students both in 
class and adhoc as they pass through the 
gallery space where he paints. 

LutherLetter asked 
Phillip for three 
pieces of advice for 
a budding artist, to 
which he offered: 

Be a giver
Share your gift and paint for others. 
Bring joy! If you paint just for 
yourself you might as well just book 
in for therapy (said with a slight grin).

Be dedicated 
Be dedicated to mindful practice, 
look for constant improvements 
regardless of how small. 

Be Passionate 
Be passionate, love what you do 
and enjoy it! 

“I was a teacher for seventeen years and 
while I no longer teach, that passion for 
sharing and guiding young people has 
never wavered. It revs me up, inspires me 
and in a sense it’s like wearing an old hat, 
something familiar but new and exciting,” 
Phillip said. 

Phillip has been a regular visitor on 
campus this year, working with students 
from all year levels, discussing art, 
sharing techniques, and imparting 
knowledge. Phillip also launched Arts 
Week in March with a stirring Chapel and 
the annual Chalk the Walk competition. 

Invited to join the prestigious Australian 
Watercolour Institute and enjoying solo 
and joint exhibitions across Australia, the 
College is delighted to have someone 
of Phillip’s calibre working alongside our 
students. 

“In 2018 my work was exhibited at the 
Wynne Prize Art Gallery of NSW, hanging 
next to pieces by Tim Storrier and Paul 
Ryan. It was then I shook myself a little 
and said – hey – I’m an artist!”

Phillip’s watercolour landscapes are 
inspired by scenes near his home. His 
first series depicting scenes from Mount 
Buffalo, a place he initially sought solitude 
during times of personal challenge. 

“I spent days snowshoe hiking, looking 
deeply at the changing landscapes and 
despite initially seeking quiet, I came 
away inspired to paint,” he said. 

More recently Phillip has spent time 
mesmerised by the widespread damage 
to the forest area near his home following 
last year’s storms, buts it’s the new 
growth he continues to witness that 
allows him to paint hope amidst the 
devastation depicted in his pieces. 
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Instagram @phillip.edwards.artist 

Web www.phillipedwards.net

Visit  Bullarto Gallery between 
Daylesford and Trentham.

Phillip hopes to get people talking about 
landscapes and watercolour, using his 
workshops, gallery and opportunities like 
this to raise the profile of a technique he 
feels has taken a back seat with the rise of 
contemporary art. 

“Perhaps I am old fashioned, my favourite 
painter afterall is Turner, an 18th century 
Romantic genius who continues to set the 
bar high for me. 

“Art is more than just adding paint to paper 
or canvas, like a poet, musician, or writer 
it can bare your soul and show all what 
we internalise. It offers a unique outlet for 
expression and communication and allows 
us to give joy to others,” he said.

The College is blessed to have Phillip 
inspiring the next generation of artists, you 
can see more of Phillip’s work online: 
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LutherChef 2022!

Across an action-packed week, we 
saw 75 teams and a record-breaking 
150 students, compete for the 
coveted title of LutherChef 2022. 

Kicking off with a culinary quiz, students 
explored a number of topics from food 
and food types to cooking techniques and 
more. An amazing race style adventure 
also saw teams collect clues and cook 
up a scrumptious contemporary take on 
the classic French Toast. A mystery box 
challenge was also added to the mix,  
with students thinking on their feet as  
they scrambled to create and cook a 
winning entry. 

Students from Year 7 to 12 competed 
across all days, including the final round 
which saw five teams battle it out. This 
included students who are in their sixth 
year of a Food Subject as well as some 
participants who are yet to commence  
Food Technology in Year 7.

The finale was live streamed across the 
college, where students and staff eagerly 
watched guest judge, MasterChef alumni 
Elise Pulbrook set a task, demonstrate,  
and then judge the outcome. 

Elise, a passionate foodie, and lawyer was 
generous mentoring students and guiding 
them to success. Students were tasked with 
cooking Elise’s Ultimate Caesar Salad. 

Congratulations to our five finalists. 

Year 
Level

Team

7
Tiana Glawitsch and  
Mikaili Mitchell

9
Chloe Button and  
Harriett Rodaughan

10
Nadia Ruzic and  
Charlize Armour

12
Jack Averay and  
Jarred Stone

12
Ashleigh Ficinus and  
Olivia Giglio

But there could be just one winner!

Well done to Jack Averay and Jarred Stone, 
whose dish was excellently styled, balanced 
and restaurant quality.

Special thanks to Mrs Louise Ruzic, our 
7-10 Design Technologies (Food) Learning 
Leader, Food Technology staff and the 
countless volunteers who made the week a 
huge success. 
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Class of 2021
Our Class of 2021 celebrated a very 
early reunion in March, after covid 
caused a slight change to our regular 
end of year program. There were 
plenty of smiles, fabulous frocks (and 
suits), food, drinks and dancing. The 
night was a great success and we 
wish the Class of 2021 the very best.

Reunions
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Ruby 
& Gold 
Reunion
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Community
News

LutherLetter
If you have news you wish to share  
in LutherLetter, please contact the 
College on (03) 9724 2000 or email 
communications@luther.vic.edu.au

Calling Class of 1991, your belated reunion is set for Saturday evening August 13 2022.  
For more information, please contact Matthew Gellert.  
Phone: 0408 738 765  
Email: matthewgellert@hotmail.com

Class of 1991

BirthsCongratulations

Congratulations to Courtney WOOD (Class of 2004) on her engagement to David Veeken. 
We also congratulate Courtney and David on the birth of their son Xavier Veeken, who was 
born on 15 April 2021. Xavier was baptised at the Lilydale Lutheran Church in September 
2021 by Pastor Mark Greenthaner. (Apologies to Courtney, this should have run last 
edition, we are glad however we got to see his first birthday photos!)

Please note the change of 
date for our 20 and 30 year 
reunions. We apologise for any 
inconvenience and hope to see 
you there. 

All reunions will be held on campus. 
For more information or to book visit 
www.luther.vic.edu.au or directly via 
Try Booking (see left). And remember 
while the College is happy to host 
the event, it’s up to you and your 
cohort to start the domino effect  
and get people booking!

What are you waiting for?

Class of 1992
30 years

Class of 2002
20 years

Class of 2012
10 years

Reunions 2022
If you are a member of the Classes of 1992, 2002 and 2012 your reunion is fast approaching!

Sunday 7 August 12pm
www.trybooking.com/BYVCP

Sunday 7 August 12pm
www.trybooking.com/BYVEK

Sunday 16 October 12pm

Class of 1993 Alumni Greig FRASER has 
added an Oscar to his impressive list of 
awards and accolades. Greig took home 
Best Cinematographer for his outstanding 
work on blockbuster movie Dune at the 
Academy Awards ceremony in March. 
Congratulations on this outstanding 
achievement.
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