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An incredible decade 
LutherLetter provides a wonderful 
avenue to share news of the College. 
Each edition highlights the learning, 
activities and achievements of our 
students, creating connections 
between all within the Luther College 
community and reinforcing what 
continues to make Luther College 
special. The cover of this edition 
looks back on the last decade of 
LutherLetter showcasing the learning 
that matters within the College. 

From a personal perspective, I have had 
the privilege of serving the College for the 
last decade, with each of the cover images 
reminding me of the people, their gifts 
and the contributions they have made to 
the College. Equally I am reminded of the 
people who have worked tirelessly over 
the last decade thoughtfully and diligently 
telling these stories. A particular thank 
you to Kim Kernich, Chris Otto and Lisa 
Trent for their wonderful contributions in 
continuing to keep the Luther community 
connected to the College and each other 
via LutherLetter. 

In this edition of LutherLetter we continue 
to focus on significant people who have 
purposefully and positively shaped the 
College we are proud of, and look forward 
to future editions that will continue to 
tell the stories of our students, past and 
present and their involvement in wider 
community initiatives. May God continue to 
bless the College and all who learn, work 
and serve within it.

Mr Michael Kleidon 
Principal

 
From the  
Principal

Purposefully and 
positively shaping 
the College
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First awarded in 1997, Luther 
Medallion recipients exhibit 
leadership qualities, are involved 
in co-curricular activities, actively 
support the College ethos and 
demonstrate academic endeavor. 

Benjamin is a talented musician, leader and 
outstanding role model. A humble servant, 
Ben’s dedication to his studies and life at 
Luther is evident with a range of exceptional 
contributions recorded throughout his six 
years at the College. 

Academically outstanding, Ben’s work ethic 
and commitment to his studies has seen 
him achieve great success. He has also 
played a significant role in the achievements 
of the Music Department, both in his role 
as Music Captain and as a member of 
the Symphonic and Concert Bands, Wind 
Quartet and as a mentor in the College 
Training Band. 

Ben has earned the deep respect of others, 
he is a good listener, a fair and respectful 
individual striving to always put the needs 

of others first. Ben has been an enthusiastic 
contributor to the College’s service 
programs including Building Bridges, an 
interschool interfaith sharing program. His 
desire to learn from and work in partnership 
with others is evident in all he does. 

A keen supporter of Wicklow House, 
his interests and commitment have also 
extended beyond music to House Athletics 
and Public Speaking. 

The College is proud of all you have 
achieved and looks forward to welcoming 
you back as a College Alumni. 

Congratulations Ben.

Presented in many schools across 
Australia, the Caltex Medallion 
recognises a student who stands 
out for their contribution to school 
life, demonstrates leadership, 
academic success, involvement 
in co-curricular activities and who 
actively supports the school’s ethos. 

Joshua’s contributions through his six 
years at Luther are to be commended. 
His positive attitude and willingness to 
participate in a wide range of activities 
has earned him the respect of students 
teachers and staff. 

Josh has shown significant leadership 
qualities in the roles of Middle School 
Captain in Year 9 and this year as School 
Captain. Inspirational, energetic and 

motivated are words used to describe Josh 
by his peers and his respectful enthusiasm 
for school life is contagious. 

Josh has been active on the field, in the 
pool and on the stage with lead roles in 
Seussical and Hairspray. He was also 
instrumental for Cheong in the House 
Drama and Performing Arts Festivals where 
he played a number of roles including 
writer, director, actor and mentor. 

Josh’s commitment to his studies is also 
evident with the success he has achieved 
academically. 

Josh is committed to service, reliable and 
rich with generosity and community spirit. 
In Year 11 Josh participated in the Central 
Australia Service and Culture Trip, learning 
about and assisting remote Aboriginal 
communities in the Northern Territory. 

Josh has spent his time at Luther 
considerate of others, willing to lend an ear 
and helping hand. He embodies the Luther 
College ethos in all he does and should be 
congratulated for an incredible secondary 
school journey. 

We look forward to the role you will play as 
a College Alumni. 

Congratulations Josh. 

Luther Medallion Benjamin Roe

Caltex Medallion Joshua Mitchell
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From left: Austin, Maddie, Marcus, Carli, Shaun and Holly

From left: Siena, Lithika, Isabelle, Charlie, Jett and Madeline

The Con Ruwoldt Medallion is 
awarded to a Year 9 student who 
has demonstrated commitment and 
achievement across a range of areas 
at the College. 

The Medallion is awarded in 
recognition of the wonderful service 
that Mr Con Ruwoldt provided to 
Luther College over many years. 
Former Council Chairperson and 
long-time College supporter, Mr 
Ruwoldt passed away this year. 
His legacy lives on through this 
significant award given annually. 

Darren Menezes is an enthusiastic 
contributor to life at Luther, with success 
both academically and in cocurricular areas 
including sport, music and chess club. 

Darren plays the double bass and guitar 
and is fast becoming a seasoned performer 
having now played with the Maplewood 
Strings and The Scrolls and this year for an 
international audience during the Singapore 
Music Tour. 

Darren is an active learner, willing to tackle 
challenges and engage in all areas of his 
education.

Darren’s sporting achievements are 
also to be commended with stand 
out performances at House Athletics, 
EISM Athletics and EISM Champion of 
Champions. 

Congratulations Darren, may your  
dedication and commitment continue  
to be a blessing to others. 

Con Ruwoldt Medallion  
Darren Menezes

Introducing 
our 2020 
College 
Captains
The Luther College community 
congratulates our 2020 student 
leadership team on their Captain and 
Vice-Captain appointments. We wish 
you every blessing as you serve and 
lead the College community.

School Captains
Maddie Bradshaw 
Marcus Kane 

School Vice Captains 
Austin Callow 
Holly Cocking 
Shawn Mitchell 
Carli Smith 

Middle School Captains 
Isabelle Grubb 
Charlie Oakley 

Middle School Vice Captains 
Madeline Butler 
Siena Chiefari 
Lithika Dharmasena 
Jett Hartman 
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House Cup 2019
Cheong takes victory
The 2019 House Cup trophy was 
presented at a special Chapel in the 
College Quadrangle on Tuesday  
15 October. 

Cheong Captains Sebastian Reyneke and 
Jessica Sully were on hand to accept the 
award. This is the second year running 
Cheong have taken out the House 
competition. 

Congratulations Cheong. 

In other House news, Birt took home  
the 2019 House Athletics Trophy and 
Nelson claimed the House Performing  
Arts Trophy. 

Well done to all involved, it’s been a 
wonderfully competitive year.

In 2019 our School Captains made a 
pledge to raise money for youth mental 
health organisation headspace. They 
aimed high, worked hard and made an  
incredible $6000.05. 

With one in four young people experiencing 
a mental health issue, our student leaders 
raised funds with integrity and commitment. 

An energetic group, the Captains have led 
this year with courage and tenacity, trying 
everything and encouraging everyone. Their 

messages during Chapel resonating with 
students and staff, always making wellbeing 
the focus. 

“We focused on several aspects of 
wellbeing that we thought were key to 
achieving a positive state of mental health. 
These included, the need for friendship, 
how music can effect your mood, the 
importance of being able to laugh at 
yourself and much more. 

“We think that we speak for all of the 
Captains when we say that creating the 
videos for each chapel was definitely a 
highlight of our time together,” said Captains 
Samantha Earle and Josh Mitchell. 

Funds were raised though a combination 
of free dress days, countless BBQ’s and 
lunchtime concerts, Valentine’s Day  
and more. 

“As a group we have grown close and 
achieved splendid successes and hopefully 
a lasting legacy. 

“We hope that we have left Luther in 
a place that encourages leadership, 
friendship, kindness, generosity, excellence 
and love. Because they are the qualities 
that we feel Luther has instilled in us as we 
venture into the next chapter of our lives,” 
they said.

Captains raise 
over $6000 for 
youth mental health 
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EISM Cross Country

The 2019 EISM Cross Country 
Carnival was a spectacular event. 
After days of rain, the sky was 
cloudless and the sun bright  
and warming.

Perfect weather for cross country running. 
The course was challenging though, with 
longer grass, some wet and muddy spots, 
and a few long hills thrown in for good 
measure. Ideal cross-country terrain!

After training all term, Team Luther 
performed brilliantly. At least one Luther 
student finished in the top three for each 

event, with many of our runners finishing in 
the top 10, and every single runner giving 
their best effort.

It was warming to see Luther students 
spread across the course cheering on their 
team mates. Results to note:

• Jack Pope (Year 9) set a course record 
for the U15 Boys 4km event

• Ewan Webber (Year 10) won the U16 
Boys 4km event

• Luther girls winning the U13, U14, U15 
and Open age groups

• Luther boys winning the U14 and U16 
age groups

Luther College won the Aggregate 
trophy for the eleventh consecutive year. 
Congratulations Team Luther and thank 
you to all our students and staff for your 
commitment and dedication to training and 
the enthusiasm and team spirit on the day.

And thank you parents – for supporting 
your students with attendance at training 
and coming to cheer them on when  
they raced.

Each year we are privileged to host 
many outstanding music events, 
showcasing the talents of our 
students. The standard of these 
performances continues to rise, a 
credit to our hard-working Music 
Department and the students  
they mentor.

On Tuesday 3 September Luther in 
Concert comprised a range of breathtaking 
performances from the Soul Band, 
Stage, Training, Symphonic and Rock 
Bands together with the Amati Quartet, 
Maplewood Strings, Collyer Strings, 
Guitar Ensemble, Electric Strings, College 
Orchestra and A Choired Taste.

Audiences were captivated by the range of 
classical and contemporary songs including 
It don’t mean a thing (Duke Ellington), 
Intermezzo (Carmen), Jump (Van Halen) 
and Power of Love (Huey Lewis and  
the News).

Two Year 12 students performed their 
VCE solo pieces, Jessie Yammouni 
(French Horn) played Vocalise (Sergei 
Rachmaninoff) while Benjamin Roe (Oboe) 
performed Sonata in G minor movement 1 
Adagio (CPE Bach).

There was a hint of sadness at the end of 
the evening with so many Year 12 students 
making their final appearance. Their 
contributions to music at Luther over the 
last six years has been immense.

Special thanks to Music Captains Benjamin 
Roe and Joanna Hargrave for hosting 
the evening, it truly was a showcase of 
exceptional music talent.

Luther in 
Concert

Number 2, 2019 | LutherLetter | 7



Smooth 
sounds 
of jazz
The Warrandyte Mechanics Institute came 
to life on Sunday 27 October with three 
hours of sensational jazz tunes filling the air. 

The annual Friends of Music fundraiser 
was sold out with families, friends and 
colleagues coming together not just to 
appreciate the sounds of our talented 
students (and staff) but to relax, unwind, 
laugh and chat.

Out came the tupperware, out came the 
eskies as plenty of fruit, cheese, biscuits, 
chocolates, food and drinks jam-packed 
the tables.

Little ones dancing, enjoying the tunes, 
extraordinary solos grabbing audience 
attention and groups who dared to try  
new things and jam the afternoon away –  
a fabulous afternoon enjoyed by all. 
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Building W 
One year on
Twelve months ago, excitement 
filled the air as the newly enhanced 
Building W opened its doors. Now 
one year on we look at the impact 
it’s having on student learning. 

Communication, Collaboration, Creative 
Thinking, Critical Thinking – these are just 
some of the fundamental attributes of the 
contemporary learner, and are also four of 
the Luther Learning Attributes, all of which 
are embedded in our College curriculum. 

The enhancement of Building W was not 
about architecture, it was about explicitly 
enhancing learning and empowering 
students with a space that enabled them  
to take greater control of and lead their  
own learning. 

“Employers want students to enter the 
workforce as adaptable workers who 
understand how to learn new concepts and 
skills when the need arises, work well with 
others and demonstrate leadership. 

“We believe that empowering students in 
their learning is the way to prepare them 
for a rapidly changing global landscape. If 
the education of the past has been about 
delivered wisdom, the education landscape 
of the future is about user-generated 
wisdom,” said Mr Richard Malone,   
Head of Middle School. 

The nature of the learning at Luther 
deliberately moves beyond traditional 
and discrete subject areas to big picture 
learning that is interdisciplinary and 
multi-disciplinary in nature. At Luther 
we want the learning to intentionally 
build community, develop character and 
emotional intelligence, promote a growth 
mindset and develop autonomy. 

At Luther, this is the learning that  
matters most and Building W is  
helping facilitate this. 

It’s an exciting time to be at Luther.

Finalist at Australian 
Education Awards 

Luther College was a finalist at the 
national Australian Education Awards 
this year for Innovation in Learning 
Environment Design. The category 
acknowledging the incredible work 
done to enhance Building W and the 
learning outcomes and opportunities 
our students are enjoying as a result.

I like that you can face any way and 
there is more than one screen, I also 
like that there is glass everywhere. 
Student

I think it is great and there are 
lots of collaboration spaces where 
we can work together on projects. 
I also think different classes can 
work together so we get to know 
more Year 7 students. 
Student
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Our Year 7 students had an 
opportunity to showcase their 
learning with a popup museum in 
October. Families were invited to 
learn about ancient Egypt through 
the eyes of our students. 

“The ancient Egyptians believed that to 
enter your afterlife, your heart had to be 
light. You gained a light heart by doing 
many good deeds during your lifetime. If 
your heart was as light as feather upon 
death you entered the afterlife, if not 
you faced the God Ammut,” a student 
explained, showcasing her display of 
scales, a heart and feather. 

Other students used technology to 
showcase ancient Egypt, using Minecraft 
to build cities and spaces reminiscent 
of ancient times. Clay models, 
hieroglyphics, costume and clothing 
replicas and much more kept over 400 
parents and visitors entertained. 

Once children start high school 
there is often a disconnect 
for parents and by providing 
opportunities like this to see 
our child, in his learning space, 
speaking with such enthusiasm 
about something he clearly 
enjoyed learning was a credit to 
the teachers. Thank you! 
Year 7 Parent

Year 7  
Popup Museum  
Ancient Egypt 

Who is up for a challenge? Eight 
editions of an online newspaper 
in eight days… design, editorial, 
advertising, feature writing, sport, 
lifestyle and more!

As part of their Semester Two English 
studies our Year 7 students accepted 
the challenge head on, delivering an 
outstanding online newspaper with 
excitement, curiosity, commitment,  
passion and pride. 

The Courage and Resilience Project also 
known as One Big Project is an example 
of how project-based learning is helping 
students become active learners and 
acquire a deeper knowledge through 
real-world challenges and problems. 

To set the ball rolling students were 
placed in teams and given access to 
current industry experts. The College 
was delighted to have representatives 
from the Herald Sun, The Guardian, 
Independent Music Review, Style and 
Shenanigans (Fashion and Lifestyle Blog), 
Ararat Advertiser, The View from Here 
(Advertising Agency), Indimax Films and 
Melbourne Young Writers supporting and 
mentoring our students. 

With an estimated readership of around 
1700 people, students didn’t take their 
responsibilities lightly, setting out on a 
journey of discovery, trial and error. Each 
addition had feature articles, sports 
writing, vox pops, opinion and editorial,  
a creative corner, lifestyle and video 
reporting and behind the scenes eight 
editors and a team of designers. 

One Big Project   The Luther Journal

I am incredibly impressed with the level of expertise, enthusiasm and energy 
that both students and staff have invested in this project-based learning 
initiative. Being able to expose young people to individuals, industries and 
worlds beyond the walls of the classroom, is an integral and real learning 
anchor that magnifies their perspective, creativity and thinking. The key 
purpose of project-based learning is to create real and relevant educational 
experiences. Engagement with industry professionals was essential and we 
are grateful for their willingness to share their knowledge and passion with 
our learning community. The range of text types and textual analysis that 
we engaged with through this project was of an incredibly high standard. 
Students ran meetings, coordinated content and engaged in a learning 
experience that stated repeatedly that literacy and text have application 
outside the classroom. 

Mrs Sharyn Taylor 
7-8 English Learning Leader
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One Big Project   The Luther Journal

I liked the fact that it was treated 
like a real newspaper, and it felt 
like we were writing articles for a 
real newspaper department.

I have learnt how to be a lot 
more organised with a strict time 
limit, I have also learned how to 
communicate better with a team.

I became a lot better with time management 
with this project. I set a false deadline so I 
could get the work done quicker.

Breaking the walls
I hid myself away, running constantly from 
the thing that scared me the most…it was 
following me. As much as I tried to run 
away, it followed me with ease. No matter 
how hard I tried to run, it just ran along 
with me. Fear was engulfing me; I did 
not know what to do. My heart started to 
beat faster. I stopped in my tracks…I did 
not see the point in running anymore. I 
let the creature become part of my body. 
The creature and I were one. Controlling 
me, the creature told me to shut off the 
world, build a wall, and don’t bother to 
climb it. I did what the creature said, or 
what I really had told myself to do. 

Hopelessness 
Anguish 
Anxiety  
Despair…

Anguish was tugging at my 
consciousness. I felt like strings were 
being sewn into my arms and legs 

making me the perfect puppet…and the 
creature the puppeteer. I had shut out the 
light and now there was only darkness 
for me. I sat alone. Lost in a whirlpool of 
thoughts. What was I to do now? I had 
nobody left apart from the…creature.

Sitting alone behind my walls, a single 
white light starts to glow. Faint at first 
but slowly becoming stronger, the glow 
seems so out of place in the dark halls I 
had created. As the glowing being came 
into focus, I believed it to be the figure of 
a person, their aura warm and friendly. 

It spoke to me.

“I am here for you”

It spoke to me.

“These dark walls you have created for 
yourself, its time to break them.”

Reaching out its hand, I looked at the 
figure. The black walls around me begun 

to crack and break revealing the light 
shining behind them. The fog that had 
been clouding my thoughts finally lifted 
at another’s words. The creature…was 
created by me and my choices. Taking 
the glowing figures hand, the dark walls 
shattered and dissolved away. 

Knowing that someone is there for you 
can help you see when you have created 
your own walls. 

(I wrote this piece to represent the 
emotions and thoughts a person could 
be going through, if suffering depression. 
The ‘creature’ itself is the hopeless 
emotions that a person may have while 
going through depression, or a hard 
time in life. It can quickly become a wall 
that seems to have no end. The smallest 
act of kindness can easily help a wall to 
break. It costs nothing to be kind.) 

Phoebe Jackman 
Year 7

Up and Down 
Life is different for everyone. 
It has the excitement of ups and the disappointment of downs. 
At one-point in life you will be at your highest. 
But eventually, once you reach the top, you will come down.  
An injury or job loss. It is different things for different people. 
In life, you will have to be more courageous than ever to be resilient and push 
through the downs. Knowing that when it is over you will get back to the top. 
You will need to hold onto hope, and you will have to be brave.  
But keep thinking of the reward. 

(My inspiration for this short story was the theme of courage and resilience.  
I used it to write about the ups and downs of human life.) 

Noah Habjan 
Year 7

Creative Corner
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Musical journey 
of Singapore
Every two years the College takes a 
group of students on a music tour and 
this year the destination was beautiful 
Singapore. After playing many venues 
for a variety of audiences, students 
returned, reflecting on their time abroad.

Every day we are grateful 
for the gift of music and 
performance and now for the 
opportunity to connect with 
people in another country 
and learn about their culture. 
Singapore was the perfect 
destination and music was the 
perfect universal language. 

This incredible trip allowed 
44 students and six staff the 
chance to learn, travel, perform 
in churches, hospitals, aged care homes, and 
in schools. We are so grateful for our time in 
Singapore, for the amazing people we met and 
the lessons we learned.  

Mr Steve Majstorovic 
Co-Curricular Performing Arts Coordinator

The Singapore Music Tour was an experience that 
everyone involved will never forget. From the fantastic 
music played by the schools we visited, engaging with 
those in the Singapore community to learning about the 
cultural and technical background of Singapore, it all 
contributed to a wonderful trip. 

Our amazing tour guides, Kevin and Angela, 
enlightened us with information about Singapore 
history, and everybody really connected with them in 
some way over the nine days. They were so bubbly  
and fun to be around, that you couldn’t help but  
have a great time. 

The Strings and Choir group had their first performance 
at Our Lady Queen of Peace Church. The music played/
performed there filled the space, it was a wonderfully 
tranquil setting. The Concert Band performed in various 
locations such as the Singapore General Hospital and 
St Patrick’s School. A masterclass with Singapore 
Conductor, Adrian Chiang was a highlight, helping  
us work on a few selected pieces and improve  
our technique. 

Overall, the music tour to Singapore built many 
memories and we are all grateful for the amazing 
opportunity and experience. A big thank you to all those 
teachers that gave up their holidays to keep us safe 
while in Singapore, and especially to Mr Majstorovic 
and others for organising the tour for us all to enjoy!

Lauren Whitcroft, Year 10
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Hard Rock Cafe

On arrival, we were overwhelmed by how green everything was. At 
the airport it seemed like there was a rainforest outside every window! 
There were even buildings completely covered in climbing plants and 
others with trees on their roof tops.

During the tour we did three school exchanges, performing for each 
other, splitting into groups and sharing stories. This was a great way 
to learn what the Singaporean schools’ thought about music and to 
compare things like band rehearsal times, school hours, hobbies and 
homework schedules. At most of these schools, students had band 
rehearsals after school that went for over three hours, multiple days a 
week! I’m so thankful that rehearsals here at Luther don’t take over  
our lives.

The performance highlight of the tour (for me and many others) was the 
Luther Stage Band playing at the Hard Rock Café. This performance 
was unique as it was completely different to performances back home 
or at the school exchanges in Singapore. It was cool to have a smaller, 
more intimate audience and to see complete strangers enjoy our music.

Other highlights from the trip included Universal Studios, Gardens 
by the Bay and the Singapore Zoo. The Singapore Zoo was the first 
attraction we visited and was an amazing start to our trip. An interesting 
fact about Singapore Zoo is that it is cage-free. We were able to 
observe the animals in their natural habitat (from behind barriers). 
I really liked this because the animals seemed happier and free. At 
Universal Studios we explored the park, went on rides, saw shows and 
did some shopping. My favourite ride was the ‘Humans’ ride from the 
Sci-Fi section of the park. The ride was thrilling and fun and the only 
rollercoaster that had a short enough queue for our available time! At 
Gardens by the Bay we got to see a lot of Singapore’s plant life in the 
comfort of airconditioned domes. It was great to be able to see the 
beauty of Singapore’s plant life without having to brave the heat and 
humidity outside. 

Thank you to all the students and staff that made this music tour  
one of the highlights of my and many others’ time at Luther so far.  
It was an amazing experience and it was great to share it with every 
single person.

Lily Messom, Year 9
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Students Reaching 
Great Heights
For many of our students, 
studying at Luther isn’t their only 
commitment, in fact, our student 
community boasts an incredible 
array of talented individuals across a 
range of areas. 

The College supports and encourages 
students to balance their studies and fulfil 
their commitments and passions in their 
chosen area from sports to performing arts 
and much more. 

LutherLetter caught up with a number 
of these outstanding students. We 
invite you to hear from them about their 

achievements, proud moments, jaw 
dropping meetings and how the College is 
supporting them. 

What you won’t hear about are the 
countless hours of training and practice 
they put into their chosen area; they are all 
too humble. The College is proud of their 
hard work and commitment. 

Emily Dickinson 
(Year 10)
After spending last summer at the 
Bolshoi Ballet Academy in New York 
undertaking a three-week intensive 
training program with esteemed 
Russian coaches, Emily’s passion 
and love for ballet is certainly taking 
her places. 

“Spending one month in New York was 
an amazing experience. I love dancing 
and would like to do full time studies in the 
future,” said Emily. 

“I’ve also been lucky enough to meet Amy 
Harris, a principal artist at The Australian 
Ballet. Amy has taught me twice and 
through her positive approach encouraged 
me to work hard and always do my best.”

Emily has now accepted a position at 
Ballet Theatre Australia where she will finish 
her education while studying ballet full 
time under the tutorship of internationally 
acclaimed ballerina Leeanne Rutherford. 

The College wishes you every success 
Emily, your hard work and dedication are to 
be commended. 
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Ben with Coach Gus Puopolo 
accepting his award

Sebastian 
Reyneke (Year 12)
Having completed Year 12 in 2019, 
Sebastian has made a significant 
contribution to Luther College, 
from leading Cheong House to 
victory in 2019 to receiving the 
Aaron Baddeley Award for sporting 
achievements, just to name a few. 

But it’s not just his achievements 
at Luther that have people talking, 
it’s his stunning success in athletics 
outside the College.

When asked what his proudest 
achievement is, he says it’s a no brainer: 
“Wearing the green and gold for the first 
time.” Other highlights include his recent 
standout performance at the Oceania 
Championships in Townsville where he 
won gold in the Decathlon, setting a new 
Oceania record. He also recalls with 
fondness his first win at the 2017 National 
Championships. 

Surrounded by support, Seb has competed 
with some of Australia’s top decathletes 
like Cedric Dubler (2016 Olympian) and Ash 
Moloney (2018 U20 World Championships 
Gold Medallist and record holder). 

“I also train with one of Australia’s top 
decathletes David Brock. My coach 
Steve Cain went to the Commonwealth 
Games and I used to train with and 
am great friends with Gary Haasbroek, 
Silver Medallist at the 2018 World U20 
Championships. 

“Being able to train and compete with guys 
like that is awesome and really pushes me 
to strive to be at their level and beyond. 
It’s a pretty awesome feeling looking up to 
some of the athletes when I was younger 
and now being really good friends with 
them,” he said. 

As for the future, Seb is looking to qualify 
for the World U20 Championships in Kenya 
next year and after that he’d like to continue 
his studies at by attending College in the 
USA. 

“Hopefully one day my dream (as I’m sure 
most other athletes’ dreams are), is to make 
it to the Olympics,” Seb said. 

Ben Voogd (Year 11)
Recently named Leader Victorian 
Junior Sports Star at a special 
ceremony at the MCG, Ben Voogd 
now joins an esteemed list of 
champions including Lydia Lassila 
(Olympic Gold Medallist), Pat Cash 
(Tennis Player), Shane Warne 
(Cricketer) and Brooke Hansen 
(Swimmer) also winners of the award. 

It’s been a big year for Ben, who despite 
suffering two stress fractures in his lower 
back, proudly wore the green and gold at 
the 2019 Oceania Championships, winning 
gold in the Hammer Throw, setting a new 
Meet Record of 68.32m. 

Ben’s dream is to one day compete at an 
Olympic Games and is working hard with 
coach Gus Puopolo to do just that. 

“I really admire Gus, not just has he has 
competed at two Commonwealth Games, 
but he pushes me to be the best person 
I can be in sport and in life in general. He 
doesn’t have any idea how much he has 
impacted me and shaped me into the 
person I am today,” said Ben. 

“I am also supported by all my friends and 
my family as they all understand the stress 
of balancing school and sport and they 
all throw in a helping hand and are always 
there to help,” he said. 

“Luther has also encouraged me to put 
100% effort into everything I do whether 
it’s at school, in my sport or in general life. 
Teachers have assisted with managing my 
academic studies and my heavy training 
schedule.  

Ben will study Year 12 in 2020 and lead Birt 
House as one of its senior captains. 
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Baillie in Paris

Baillie in LondonAGC supports Hugh Jackman on his national tour 

Jacqueline Dyson 
(Year 11)

Baillie Jackson 
(Year 10)

&

Singing alongside Hugh Jackman at 
six sell-out shows in Melbourne is a 
pretty cool claim to fame, especially 
while battling appendicitis, but we’ll 
come back to that!

Jacqui Dyson and Baillie Jackson, both 
accomplished performers and members of 
the Australian Girls Choir have experienced 
some breathtaking moments already in their 
young lives. 

From performing in Paris, Hong Kong, the 
Netherlands and London, to traditional 
Melbourne Christmas Carols and sharing 
the stage with Hugh Jackman, their list of 
achievements is growing. 

For Jacqui, battling through six sell out 
Hugh Jackman shows at Melbourne’s Rod 
Laver Arena with appendicitis is quite the 
memory to have. 

“I would say I’m pretty proud of getting 
through that many shows with appendicitis. 
Of course, I wasn’t aware that was why I 

wasn’t feeling 100%, but the experience 
was still incredible. I learnt so much and feel 
so grateful for the experience,” she said. 

Baillie also says her time on stage with 
Hugh Jackman was a highlight, giving her 
incredible insight into the life of a touring 
musician. 

“I have also performed in front of the Pope 
at the Vatican City, at the Melbourne Cricket 
Ground, in events such as the Boxing Day 
Test and a number of other amazing places 
around the world,” Baillie said. 

 “Being at Luther I have been able to take 
a number of music electives and music 
lessons since Year 7 and have been 
involved in Luther Voices and A Choired 
Taste and two vocal ensembles. 

“I am very interested in music and art, and 
although I don’t have a specific idea of my 
future career yet, I would love to be able to 
do something in art or music,” Baillie said. 

According to Jacqui, perhaps music will 
remain a hobby but it’s the great support 
from her teachers helping prioritise her 
workload that’s helping her find the right 
balance. 

Well done girls, what’s next! 
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Isabella with swimming 
legend Emma McKeon

Isabella and Chany have broken a 
number of Luther swimming records

Chantelle and Isabella share a 
dream, like Ben and Seb they are 
working towards an Olympics 
appearance in the future. Both 
already achieving incredible things 
in swimming, their dream could one 
day become a reality. 

Chantelle, what has been your 
biggest achievement to date? 

In 2018, I competed at the National Age 
Championships for the second time. I made 
four finals in the 50m, 100m and 200m 
Freestyle as well as the 200 Individual 
Medley (IM). I placed 4th in the 50m and 
100m Freestyle, 5th in the 200m Freestyle 
and 7th in the 200 IM. So far, this is the 
highest I have been ranked in Australia for 
my age group, however I hope to further 
improve this in the coming years. 

Isabella, what about you? 

There are many moments I’m proud of, 
but I would have to say being the 2018 
Victorian Champion for the U14 Girls 200m 
Breaststroke is up there along with making 
the 2019 Victorian State Team.   

Chantelle have you had the pleasure 
of meeting any of your heroes?

I’ve had the privilege of training under three 
elite level coaches, Matt Brown and Ian 
Pope, both of whom have trained a number 
of Olympians, and my current coach 
Dean Bryant, who has coached many 
national champions, medallists and record 
holders. Being trained by such experienced 
coaches is a little nerve wracking, but it is 
also exciting to be a part of their squads. 
Whilst swimming is seen as an individual 
sport, the coach and team aspect is vital – 
especially when you are spending in excess 
of 20 hours a week training or competing 
together. Your team is your second family. 

Isabella, what about you, who  
have you met that’s taken your 
breath away? 

I was lucky enough to meet the 2019 
Australians Dolphin swim team while at a 
training camp in Cairns and I got to speak 
to Emma McKeon who is a huge inspiration 
to me. Her work ethic and all that she 
has achieved really motivates me in my 
swimming. 

Girls, what are your  
future ambitions? 

Isabella: 
It’s always been my dream to make it to the 
Olympics representing Australia in the green 
and gold. My short-term goal is to final and 
medal at 2020 long course nationals in 
Perth.

Chantelle: 
My long-term goal is to make an Australian 
team and represent my country at an 
elite level, such as the Olympics and 
Commonwealth Games. As it takes a long 
journey of hard work and commitment, 
there are little steps along the way. My 
short-term goal for the next year or two is 
to get a national medal.

And how do you manage juggling 
schoolwork and swimming? 

Chantelle: 
Luther has been extremely supportive and 
flexible helping me balance my training with 
my schoolwork. Both this year and last year 
the College has allowed me study periods 
where I have time to complete homework 
and assessments. This has really helped 
me juggle my commitments and get to 
bed at a reasonable hour! I have also had 
support from many individual teachers, one 
being Mr Asbury (Head of Sport) who has 
walked this path as well.  

Isabella: 
Luther has been a huge support in my 
sport, offering extensions for homework 
and scheduling times for me to catch up 
on anything I may have missed due to 
swimming. Staff and teachers are very 
understanding of the work load I have and 
encourage me in all I do.

Chantelle Underwood 
(Year 10)

Isabella Walkenhorst 
(Year 9)

&
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Imogen Layfield 
(Year 10) 
Imogen Layfield is part of the 
College equestrian team, but she 
is also working hard and achieving 
great success at a state level in 
dressage. 

“Dressage is simultaneously the best and 
the most challenging thing I have ever done. 
It has been a constant in my life for nine 
years now, and I feel exceptionally lucky 
to have the opportunity to live and breathe 
such an incredible sport,” said Imogen. 

“Competing at state level as a younger rider 
has been a highlight, however, right now 
I am probably most proud of learning to 
work with and retrain a horse like Austin. 
Austin is an ‘Off the Track Thoroughbred’, 
meaning he was originally bred to race and 
win cash prizes at the Melbourne Cup for 
Gai Waterhouse (which didn’t exactly go 
to plan). Instead, however, he has been 
introduced to the world of dressage and 
has embarked on a challenging yet fiercely 
rewarding journey to learn how to dance,” 
she said. 

Last year Imogen was lucky enough 
to train under Jenny Gherke, a highly 
esteemed and respected dressage rider 
from Queensland and one of Australia’s 
top riders. 

“To receive such positive and constructive 
feedback and to learn from a rider as 
successful as Jenny was a definite push in 

the right direction, and I am eager to train 
with her again in a few months’ time,”  
she said. 

So what next? Imogen will work towards 
competing in a medium dressage test next 
year and train Austin to Prix St. George 
level. In doing this, she hopes to strengthen 
her skills as both a rider and a trainer, and 
to grow as a person overall. 

“To take a horse through the levels of 
dressage from the beginning requires a 
vast amount of determination, commitment, 
motivation, and of course patience. 
A dream for the future is to one day 
compete at the World Equestrian Games 
or potentially the FEI Dressage European 

Championships. The journey has already 
started to present its hurtles and challenges 
but having ‘the dream’ at the forefront of 
my mind is certainly a strong reminder to 
keep going,” she said.

Imogen acknowledges the extensive 
support she has received from Mrs 
Jane Natoli as part of the Luther College 
Equestrian Team.

“Mrs Natoli is not only passionate about 
what she does, but she is involved with 
various happenings on the team and is a 
super encouraging and supportive person. 
We all appreciate her efforts enormously,” 
Imogen said. 

Isabelle Balkin (Year 9)
Isabelle, also part of the College 
equestrian team has celebrated 
some fine moments, qualifying for 
the prestigious Hufglocken Grand 
Nationals three years in a row as 
well as many Royal Show wins.

“I have trained with a world equestrian 
games competitor as well as many 
national winning coaches and I very much 
look up to my riding instructor, Kristy-Lee 
Brilliant, as she not only has helped me 
achieve my goals, she is an amazing rider 
and mentor.

“My future goals are to place highly at the 
next Nationals and to participate in the 
Garryowen Equestrienne Turnout at the 
Royal Melbourne Show,” Isabelle said. 
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Service Retirement 
Awards 
In 2018 and 2019 Luther College farewelled four staff members 
who collectively served the College for a combined 116 years.

Each was recognised by the Lutheran Church of Australia for 
their services to Lutheran schools. 

Rhonda Mallinder
For services to Lutheran 
schooling 1991 – 2018

The Lutheran Church of Australia 
thankfully acknowledges the faithful 
and committed service of Rhonda 
Mallinder to Lutheran schools for  
27 years.

Rhonda joined Luther College as a teacher 
of Physical Education and Sport in 1991. 
She brought eleven years of teaching 
experience and her reputation as an elite 
athlete. Students were inspired by her 
renown as a great Australian cross-country 
runner. She had a range of national titles 
under her belt including the achievement 
of setting the fastest time in the country for 
women over 42 kilometres in 1983 to qualify 
for selection in the marathon at the Los 
Angeles Olympics. The anticipated arrival of 
Rhonda’s first child on the same day as the 
event meant the opportunity to compete 
at Olympic level didn’t eventuate, but 
having trained throughout the pregnancy 
with her doctor’s encouragement, Rhonda 
championed the importance of pregnant 
women remaining fit and active. 

When a teacher brings the result of their 
personal learning journey to the classroom, 
students are the clear winners. This was 
the case for Rhonda’s students at Luther 
College. They were blessed by all she 
modelled – resilience, self-discipline, grit 
and tenacity, an incredible work ethic, a 

solutions focus and a never ending quest 
for improvement. These qualities and 
practices underpinned her lesson planning 
and instructional practice. It meant that 
her well prepared classes were always 
engaging and enriching. She used varied 
teaching approaches, visual aids and 
real world examples to help students 
master challenging content. She also 
scaffolded tasks to focus learning and 
ensure all students were able to achieve 
their potential. It’s no wonder students 
were always so quick to praise her. They 
loved her knack of making concepts easy 
to understand, her availability to them, 
her genuine interest in them, and her 
commitment to providing detailed, effective 
feedback quickly. 

Whether students encountered Rhonda the 
teacher, home group counsellor, sporting 
event coordinator or Learning Leader, 
they encountered someone who cared 
deeply - someone who understood the 
interdependence of care and learning. 
Rhonda’s students knew they were known; 
that she was dedicated to their holistic 
growth and wellbeing; that she could be 
trusted and relied upon. It was teaching and 
pastoring with dedication, compassion and 
selflessness that won her such widespread 
respect and regard.

Rhonda was also a great team player, a 
valued colleague and long-term friend 
of many staff members. It was borne 
of her generous spirit, her willingness 
to share ideas and to help others 
develop professionally and personally. 

Acknowledged as an expert in her field, 
the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment 
Authority (VCAA) invited Rhonda to 
contribute to the design and writing of an 
updated VCE Physical Education study 
design. She also excelled as Learning 
Leader, Health and PE in 2015-2017. 
Teachers she mentored and those new to 
the profession wanted to be just like her. 
That says it all.

We are grateful for Rhonda’s conscientious 
and spirited service to the Luther College 
community. Her positive impact on so 
many is the sum of her valued outstanding 
contribution. It is a pleasure to honour 
Rhonda’s legacy through this Award.
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Roger Bruce
For services to Lutheran 
schooling 1980 – 2018

The Lutheran Church of Australia 
thankfully acknowledges the faithful 
and committed service of Roger 
Bruce to Lutheran schools for   
39 years.

An accomplished musician and composer, 
Roger has devoted his professional life 
to sharing his passion for music with 
woodwind students. Every Tuesday and 
Wednesday of each school year since 
1980 Roger has attended Luther College 
to tutor students in Flute, Oboe and 
Bassoon. He has brought his wealth of 
knowledge and musicianship to his work 
as well as his ever growing performance 
record. Roger has modelled the wide 
ranging opportunities open to woodwind 
players as a member of numerous small 
chamber groups, Baroque ensembles, folk 
bands, big bands and jazz quartets over 
the course of his career. He has also been 
invited to showcase his own compositions 
on Radio National and has adjudicated at 
eisteddfods in Victoria and interstate. The 
fact that Roger started out as a drummer, 
can turn his hand to practically any 
woodwind instrument, plays the guitar, and 
remains a collector of instruments today is 
testament to his well-rounded talent and 
penchant for all things musical. 

Roger’s composing prowess was an extra 
boon for flute students at Luther. He often 
wrote melodies with his particular students 
in mind ensuring the pieces were enjoyable 
but incorporated a stretch challenge. 
It was nothing for him to develop such 
pieces into parts for ensembles. Such was 
Roger’s gift that his compositions were 
commissioned and published as part of 
the student flute exam syllabus throughout 
the 80’s and 90’s and a number of his 
original compositions are held at the 
Australian Music Centre (AMC).

Keen to embed in his students an 
appreciation for flautists who paved the 
way before them, Roger named the Luther 
flute ensemble after Victor McMahon 
(1903-1992) an Australian flute teacher 
and flautist who strongly influenced the 
development of school bands through the 
NSW Department of Education. Audience 
members who have heard various 
iterations of the McMahon Flute Ensemble 
over the past almost four decades will 
have appreciated the positive impact of 

Roger’s tutelage on flautists of ranging 
abilities – from beginners to advanced 
players.

Roger’s love for music - its ability to move 
people, to transcend language, culture and 
time, to unite players and inspire audiences 
has been positively contagious. This has 
been Roger’s gift to cohort after cohort of 
students. It’s why rehearsal time has been 
so important to Roger and his students. 
As far as they’re concerned, the time 
spent playing together, listening to each 
other, learning skills and technique, and 
discovering how the parts fit together, is 
the main game. And to hear the students 
tell it, it’s just an incredibly uplifting 
experience. They often found it difficult 
to tear themselves away at the end of 
rehearsals. Many students have also talked 
about the unifying experience of playing 
together, of learning from each other 
within and across year levels, of creating 
something special and really beautiful 
together as part of a team of musicians. 

The outcome is what Roger’s students 
showcase when performing whether at 
College events or on stages further afield. 
They really appreciate the opportunity 
to demonstrate their learning and share 
it with audiences; to allow listeners to 
appreciate all that music can accomplish 
when it's received in the spirit offered.

We are grateful for Roger’s faithful service 
to the Luther College community. In 
fostering the gift of music he has inspired 
and equipped students with a lifelong 
skill to enjoy and share. It is a pleasure 
to acknowledge Roger’s outstanding 
contribution through this Award.

Gayle Bell
For services to Lutheran 
schooling 1992 – 2019

The Lutheran Church of Australia 
thankfully acknowledges the 
faithful and committed service of 
Gayle Bell to Lutheran schools 
for 27 years.

Gayle joined Luther College as a 
Clerical Assistant to teachers on 11 
February 1992. She quickly made 
herself indispensable as someone 
who quietly, reliably and competently 
supported the work of teachers. Her 
role involved typing, photocopying, 
managing communications and 
calendars, the affairs of the office, and 
initially, responding to student enquires 
at reception. 

Gayle literally became the fount of 
all Luther knowledge, developing 
over almost three decades a deep 
appreciation for what it took to attend 
to the many and varied demands of the 
job. Everything she was responsible 
for ran smoothly, reflecting excellence 

Chris Otto
For services to Lutheran 
schooling 1995 – 2019

The Lutheran Church of Australia 
thankfully acknowledges the 
faithful and committed service of 
Chris Otto to Lutheran schools 
for 25 years.

Chris commenced her work at Luther 
College as the Principal’s Secretary, 
serving first Graham Ottens, then 
Stephen Rudolph and Adrian Wiles. 
The three leaders had different 
strengths and approaches to the work 
bringing all their respective seasons 
required, so Chris’ support of them 
called for insight, adaptability and 
initiative. She achieved this effortlessly, 
complementing their styles and filling 
the gaps as necessary. It was a role that 
contributed to the smooth operation of 
the college especially during decades of 
exceptional growth.

When Chris was ready to reduce 
her time fraction in 2006, she took 
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and ensuring success because she was 
so conscientious and ahead of the game, 
getting preparations for the task or event 
underway before it was on anyone else’s 
radar. People came to think that things in 
the Senior School happened automatically 
and effortlessly such was the seamless 
way in which Gayle supported events 
and processes. Making tasks look easy 
is the mark of a truly gifted administration 
professional. 

The fact that 54 semester report seasons 
came and went without mishap while Gayle 
was in her respective school offices was 
in large part down to her superb support 
of staff and team leaders. The same can 
be said of the annual events she helped 
implement including welcome breakfasts, 
parent information evenings, exam cycles, 
assemblies, community engagements, 
Valedictory dinners and Valedictory Chapel 
Services.

Since being appointed as Senior School 
Secretary in 2003, Gayle made herself 
invaluable to each Head of Senior School. 
How they valued her trustworthiness, her 
work ethic, her knowledge, skill set and 
passion for the work. If her goal was to 

make their jobs easier, she consistently 
exceeded expectation.

Gayle has always known the names of 
every student in the senior school and 
found deep satisfaction in knowing her 
support of teachers translated into the 
support of each and every one of those 
students. It was this genuine heart for 
people behind Gayle’s administrative 
expertise that the Luther community 
recognised and appreciated so much. 

The joy Gayle experienced working with 
leaders she described as kind, talented and 
highly professional was readily reciprocated. 
While she was content, indeed determined, 
to make her contribution in the background, 
humbly, without attracting any attention 
to herself, it was never lost on all who 
benefitted. And it will never be lost, 
because Gayle’s loving approach to her 
work, her demeanour and positive impact 
has contributed to the Luther College 
culture, embedding further all that is good 
and valued about it. 

Having served under four of Luther’s five 
principals and seen the school grow from 
a population of 700 to 12,000, Gayle is well 
placed to conclude that despite enormous 
change and growth, the love, care and 

support community members experience 
at the school has remained steadfast. In 
leaving we encourage you to know and 
celebrate, Gayle, that your influence has 
helped make it so.

With gratitude and pleasure, we honour 
your dedicated and loyal service to the 
Luther College community through this 
Award.

responsibility for two tasks she and 
Adrian identified as critical: managing the 
school’s suite of policies and coordinating 
external communications. Chris bought 
her attention-to-detail expertise to both 
portfolios and in so doing played an 
important role in protecting and growing 
Luther’s reputation. 

The work of attending to compliance issues 
such as ensuring policies exist, are collated, 
updated, accessible and implemented is 
not glamourous, and can be thankless, but 
it’s also vital. These documents detail and 
communicate how the school operates. 
They underpin the vision and mission of 
the school, providing support for strategic 
implementation. An understanding of that 
puts Chris’ efforts into perspective and 
amplifies our appreciation of them.

Chris’ commitment to elevating, 
streamlining and quality assuring Luther’s 
publications was another gift to the college. 
In overseeing the production of regular 
newsletters, mail outs, the LutherLetter 
and other publications Chris captured 
and told the Luther College story ensuring 
quality, style-guide compliant productions 
conveyed the standards of excellence 

and care that are the hallmarks of Luther. 
This was no small contribution to the year-
on-year success the College enjoyed as 
measured by its growth in numbers and 
positive standing in the local and wider 
community.

Identifying the need to collect and 
safeguard these stories led to Chris’ next 
role as the College’s inaugural Archivist. 
Years of dedicated service in this position 
has ensured the history of the school has 
been captured and preserved in such a 
way that snapshots of infinite moments 
can be fleshed out with details of the who, 
what, when, why and how. It also made 
the writing of the school’s 50th anniversary 
celebrations possible. Chris established the 
Friends of Archives group to support the 
cause, coordinating the members, former 
staff whose collective involvement at Luther 
covers almost it’s entire history. They are 
often the key to providing details that would 
otherwise be lost. 

Chris’ commitment to educating the 
community about the importance of 
passing on items for archiving has paid off. 
The constantly evolving, varied collection 
of images, artefacts and documents that 

comprise the extensive archive today maps 
and brings to life the school’s persona and 
identity, providing a solid foundation for 
the community’s future. This extraordinary 
contribution to the college represents an 
enduring legacy for which we are sincerely 
grateful. 

We are delighted to honour you, Chris 
for your dedicated and loyal service and 
your meaningful contribution to the Luther 
College community through this Award.
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Nice picture of me talking to some 
students huh! While that photo was 
being taken we were talking about 
superheroes, and I’m not sure the 
students will remember anything 
I said. I don’t mind. But I do want 
something to stick now. I want to 
share a message, something that 
can change the world. It’s about 
Service. 

Research suggests that if you read about 
service, it will lead to a learning retention of 
about 10%, if we had a discussion about 
service we’d get to 50%, but if I could get 
you to give it a try we’d be at 75%. 

I really want you to try. It is my shared 
desire with the Lutheran education 
community that we all grow in our ability 
to respond to the needs of others through 
acts of selfless giving. We don’t want you 
to just grow in your awareness of the need 
for justice in the world, we want to do 
something about it. I’m not sure exactly 
how to fix all the problems, I just need 
somewhere to start. We could start by 
walking. Walking with a purpose to become 

aware of the needs of others, walking to 
share a message with our community. 
With the help of Australian Lutheran World 
Service (ALWS) ‘Walk My Way’, every step 
will feed the hungry, home a refugee and 
give hope to those who have lost it.  
With every step we will learn to love and 
give back. 

And before and during and after we walk, 
we will teach others about why we are 
doing it, and this hits the 90% mark for 
learning retention. I believe learning to serve 
and love is worth it, so let’s not just talk or 
write, let’s walk.

School Pastor Richard Schulze

Blessings for 2020
There was a fruit tree that didn’t bear fruit. What a waste of good land, it 
should probably be cut down. Or, we could consider why it isn’t bearing 
fruit, does it have sufficient nutrients, is the soil adequately aerated? 
Someone could dig around the base, put in some manure and give it more 
time. Jesus told this parable to reflect our lives, sometimes we have years 
that are not so great. God does not give up. He disrupts us with some 
digging, maybe some ‘manure’, and then time. The coming year whether 
disruptive or fruitful will be blessed by our God who doesn’t give up on us. 

School Pastor Richard Schulze

Learning about Service
From the Pastor
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Rachel and Peter’s ‘s children 
gearing up for their walk 

This was the first time that Rachel and 
her family had participated in something 
like this. They were inspired by another 
old scholar, Kirralee Lewis (Free, Class of 
1989), who works for Australian Lutheran 
World Service (ALWS) and coordinates 
Walk My Way events around Australia.

Throughout the Walk, which followed 
bike paths, board walks, coastal forest 
and beaches, Rachel found that “we 
certainly felt like we were walking for 
a worthy cause and walking as a big 
group was very encouraging, as we 
were all helping each other to reach the 
end. The experience, and the purpose 
behind it, helps our kids see the world is 
much bigger than themselves and their 

little world. Walking together as a family 
provided a great shared experience and 
the benefits are beyond what we will  
ever know.”

Walk My Way is not just a relaxed 
20-minute walk. It really is quite a trek 
– and designed to raise funds to help 
refugee children go to school. When asked 
how to prepare for the journey, Rachel had 
a simple answer, just have “a mindset that 
you can do it!”

Rachel lives on the Sunshine Coast and 
works for Grow Ministries (Lutheran 
Church Child, Youth and Family Ministry) 
and homeschool’s with her three 
children.

Rachel 
Schilling 
(Kuhne, Class of 1994)

Walk My Way on the Sunshine Coast

Congratulations to our Year 
9 students, who as part of 
their Rite Journey Service 
Challenge have raised an 
incredible $5030.15 for the 
Australian Lutheran World 
Service. The money will 
be used to support Kbal 
Damrey village in Cambodia.

Old scholar, Rachel Schilling (Kuhne, 
Class of 1994), her husband Peter and 
their three children, took on the Walk 
My Way challenge on the Sunshine 
Coast this year. The 26km walk started 
at Good Shepherd Lutheran College in 
Noosa and finished at Luther Heights 
Youth Camp in Coolum.
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The Two of Us
Two Michaels who missed each other at Luther by 25 
years are back on campus together capturing the College’s 
stories through video and photography for the benefit of 
the community they value maybe even more today.

Michael Hollis, Class of 2017
I remember Mike photographing 
productions and concerts I was in as a 
student at Luther. I knew his face and his 
work but never formally met him. Then, 
recently, we started popping up at the 
same school gigs. I was engaged to shoot 
video; the stills were his responsibility.

Naturally, as fellow creatives we compared 
notes and collaborated on our work. It 
seems Mike liked where I was coming 
from and what I was producing for Luther 
because when he recently needed some 
video work on a business shoot, he 
invited me along to capture some behind 
the scenes footage of his work as well as 
of the product he was shooting. It was 
soon clear we had the happy knack of 
complementing each other’s work. 

It’s great working at Luther and with Mike 
while studying Film and TV at Swinburne. 
On-the-job experience is complementing 
what I’m learning and will be invaluable 
given the new direction I’m taking into  
film making. 

While I’ve always had a passion for the 
performing arts - particularly acting - I’m 
finding that being behind the camera 
appeals even more for the scope it 
provides to create stories and influence 
people through them. Mike’s taught me 
how to shoot and light scenes, and how 
to change camera settings to achieve that 
all-important balance between presenting 
something authentically and with artistic 
flair. Taking this type of time and trouble 
to invest in someone starting out in the 
industry is incredibly generous.

Mike’s generous to Luther too. I’m pretty 
sure we invest in the College for similar 
reasons, but here’s mine: Luther’s been 
great to me and I love being part of the 
community. Coming back to make a 
contribution was a no brainer. Being part 
of Luther is like being part of a family.  
The connection doesn’t end when  
you graduate. 

When you’ve been grounded and 
comfortable somewhere you want to 
go back and be part of what makes the 
place special and pass that on to the next 
cohort of students. 

I was welcomed back with open arms 
at Luther, when the opportunity came 
to offer the community my skills as a 
videographer. It felt like I’d never left. I had 
a huge advantage as a former student 
when it came to getting stuck into the 
work of showcasing events and the 
learning journey kids undertake at Luther. 
I get it because I’ve lived it. Working in the 
Performing Arts department, for example, 
is kind of effortless. Kate Amey directed 
the productions I was in at Luther, so I 
understand how she works. We get great 
results bouncing ideas off each other.

What’s interesting is that working at Luther 
doesn’t feel like work. It just flows and I 
guess you could say I’m in my element 
helping the school tell their stories in ways 
that work for today’s audience. It’s great 
that Luther’s increasingly about engaging 
the community through the immediate 
and compelling experience video provides 
for viewers. Both Mike and I know the 
impact of the right visuals - their power to 
give the audience next level involvement 
in a story. And we get that our audience is 
wired for quick communication. We have 
to face it - people’s attention spans are 
shrinking so it’s all about grabbing and 
capitalising on the seconds we’ve got to 
hook and engage.

Take that footage of Sebastian Reyneke 
breaking the school high jump record 
that we got on film recently. Mission 
accomplished in about thirty fabulous 
seconds. It’s priceless! And recorded for 
posterity.

The bottom line is this: a mentor and a 
quality human being like Mike doesn’t 
come into your life every day. I’m blessed 
that Luther brought us together, even if it 
took a quarter of a century.
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Mike with son Ethan

Mike Emmett, Class of 1990
The first thing I noticed about working with 
Michael was that it was easy. Our challenge 
is to capture the same story simultaneously, 
a Luther event of some sort, and to do so 
without getting in each other’s shots. We’ve 
developed a kind of synergy now, and we 
definitely respect each other for that special 
something that’s brought to the task. 

At our last shoot, a recent reunion, we 
noticed some amazing light play. We were 
like, “Do you see that?” We both did. It was 
really exciting to be on the same page at 
the same time and to then take advantage 
of that light, using it to bring life to the 
images and footage we shot. 

I’m the old dog and he’s the new pup in 
this game, if you like, but I’m loving what 
I’m learning from Michael. There’s a stillness 
and quietness about him that I really 
appreciate in someone I’m working with. 
He’s also helped me notice things again, to 
find beauty in unexpected places and share 
it with my audiences.

I’m primarily a food photographer and food 
writer, shooting cook-books and magazines 
for publishers and, among other things, 
working with my business partner to 
produce content for One Hour Out (OHO) 
an online publication that inspires people 
to try food and wine-based experiences in 

regional areas out of Melbourne. There’s 
more and more demand for the storytelling 
to involve video so Michael’s my go to 
guy for that. I’m just hoping his availability 
doesn’t drop off any time soon as demand 
for his services grows. Like Luther, my 
clients love what he produces. Their 
national publication of his videography is a 
great endorsement of his work.

It’s great to have met a young person so 
hungry to learn the tricks of the trade and 
to be taking his study of film and TV so 
seriously; wanting to take it next level. It’s 
something you can’t help but be inspired by 
and want to encourage. 

It’s also special to see Michael thriving 
in the context of offering back a gift that 
was nurtured through Luther’s performing 
arts and creative curriculum programs. I 
also attribute Luther with the creative and 
intellectual grounding that helped set me up 
for my life’s work. I arrived at Luther in Year 
9, desperately needing a positive schooling 
experience and wasn’t disappointed.

A number of teachers made a lasting 
impression on me. Robert Mau was the 
photography teacher whose positive impact 
on me was profound. It was he who taught 
me to put a construct around the way I 
saw the world; to see it in terms of light 

and dark, tones, shapes and shadows. 
And then there was Greg Houghton, my 
VCE literature teacher. I loved his lessons 
and passion at the time, but honestly, I 
struggled as a student. A few years later 
when I was more mature, and totally got 
that the arts, reading and writing were 
important and something you could be 
passionate about, I knew my understanding 
was founded on Greg’s input and his own 
passion for the subject - it was there to 
draw upon.

I don’t do the type of work I do at Luther 
for anyone else - it’s beyond my niche 
really. So what inspires me? Well, I guess 
it boils down to being impressed with the 
school’s learning agenda; their cutting-edge 
approach to providing a strong, relevant, 
values-based education that sets kids up 
for success - and wanting to share that with 
the wider community. It’s certainly why we 
built on the Luther tradition by sending our 
son there. 

I’m with Michael when it comes to 
appreciating the positive connection 
you experience as part of the Luther 
community. What’s not to love about that?

By the way, the next reunion is mine - so I 
hope Michael’s ready to double down and 
do my job as well as his that night! 
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Run Melbourne half marathon to raise funds for Peter Mac.

Laura 
Langdon 
Class of 
2012
Navigating Teal Territory
You’ve just turned 21, and you’re in your 
element studying Health Science. You’re 
loving life, working part time with World 
Vision and doing an internship with Oxfam 
believing a career in international health and 
development is on track. But something’s 
not right. You feel that bloating and 
persistent pain can’t be simply explained 
away as stress related. It’s time to get a 
second opinion, or a third, if necessary. 
Following the investigation, you insist 
upon, on 8 December 2015, three years 
after graduating from Luther, you get the 
diagnosis no one wants to hear. It’s cancer. 
Ovarian cancer.

This is Laura Langdon’s story. 

The technician who did the ultrasound 
was kind. “Go straight back to your doctor, 
Laura, and take someone with you,” she 
said. It was the first hint that things weren’t 
good. She’d seen an 18cm tumour on 
Laura’s left ovary. The diagnosis was 
shocking, to say the least. Wasn’t ovarian 
cancer something older women tended 
to get? This shouldn’t be happening - 
certainly not to an otherwise healthy young 
adult in her prime. But it was. Surgery and 
chemotherapy followed within days, and 
three weeks later, by year’s end, Laura’s 
hair was falling out. She decided to cut it off 
at that point and donate it to Variety who 
made wigs for children. It was an indication 
of how Laura would approach this life-
threatening challenge. While facing her own 
battles, she’d think more of others; how she 
might make their experiences with cancer 

more bearable. Still, there was no getting 
around it. Laura was suddenly in ‘Teal 
Territory’ and it had to be negotiated. “You 
learn a lot going through cancer treatment”, 
Laura said. “For one, not everyone 
responds the way you hope they will. 

I was so grateful to family and 
friends who stepped up and were 
there for me, but there were quite 
a few, surprisingly, who weren’t. 

They left me with it, which, to be honest, 
was an added burden. It made me feel all 
the more isolated and lonely. You know 
what”, Laura said, “if someone you love 
suffers a trauma and you find yourself 
not knowing what to do or say, please 
understand that’s absolutely fine. Tell your 
loved one that. Together you’ll find a way 
through it, sometimes getting it right, and 
sometimes not - but it’s way better than just 
not turning up at all.” 

“There’s this too - the future becomes 
terrifying. You have to learn to live with 
not knowing what’s going to happen. 
It’s a reminder to make every day count. 
It’s something we should all be doing, of 
course, but it’s easy to forget until a reality, 
like suddenly confronting your mortality, 
brings it sharply into focus.” 

For Laura, once in remission, making the 
most of every day, has involved taking 
meaningful living to another whole level. 

The broad community is truly blessed by 
her professional and personal pursuits. 
Interestingly, as a result of her hospital 
experience, Laura lost her nosocomephobia 
(fear of hospitals) and switched her 
studies to Occupational Therapy. She 
was inspired by the caring, empathetic 
multi-disciplinary team who looked after 
her so well and wanted to follow in their 
footsteps. Now, armed with a Master 
of Occupational Therapy, Laura works 
full time on the surgical oncology ward 
at the Peter MacCallum Cancer Centre, 
educating patients and rehabilitating them 
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The ‘Teal Tutu Tribe’ takes on Walk With Me  
for Ovarian Cancer Australia (OCA)

Addressing the audience at the  
OCA Teal Ribbon Day function at Crown

so they can manage their daily activities as 
independently as possible when they return 
home after treatment. Providing support for 
end of life care is a part of Laura’s role too. 
She trains the carers of those who choose 
to die at home, ensuring they have the 
equipment and support they need. 

Laura also volunteers in the Palliative Care 
unit at Wantirna Health. One day soon, 
you might find her there playing the harp, 
providing music therapy. She took up the 
instrument in recent years with that intent. 
Her bespoke instrument is in production, so 
hopefully it won’t be long before her music 
is soothing patients and their families.

When Laura’s not at work she’s deeply 
involved as an Ovarian Cancer Australia 
ambassador, lending her story and support 
to awareness and fund raising for ovarian 
cancer research. This takes her around 
the country, presenting at the conferences 
of OCA partner companies - Interflora, 
Terry White Chemart and Bonds among 
them; providing print, radio and TV 
interviews; doing webinars; and helping 
provide resources for OCA’s Resilience 
Kit and factsheets. The latter is one of 
Laura’s contributions as a member of 
the Consumer Reference Group for the 
development of the OCA Younger Women’s 
Network.

Because young people with ovarian cancer 
are so rare and have to be treated in either 
geriatric or child specific contexts, they 
feel particularly alienated through their 
treatment journeys. Having experienced 
this personally, Laura is very excited that 
the OCA Younger Women’s Network, 
supported by Gandel Philanthropy and 
the Dry July Foundation, is bringing young 
women with the disease together through 
monthly online input and chat forums. 

This same concern motivated Laura’s 
membership of the Victorian & Tasmanian 
Youth Cancer Action Board (YCAB). The 
Board works alongide the ONTrac @ 
Peter Mac Victorian Adolescent & Young 
Cancer Service to advocate and advise 
on issues affecting people aged 15-25 
with cancer. Laura represented YCAB at 
the 3rd Global Adolescent & Young Adult 
Cancer Congress in Sydney last year, 
where they won the award for Best Poster 
for a project entitled: Ensuring appropriate 
care for young LGBTIQ+ people affected 

by cancer. As a member of YCAB, Laura 
was also on the project team for the 
development of resources for young people 
with cancer. 

In addition, Laura completed an internship 
with the Australian Cancer Survivorship 
Centre which included co-authoring a 
paper: ‘Identifying the most prevalent 
unmet needs of cancer survivors in 
Australia: a systematic review.’

As if all that isn’t enough, Laura doesn’t 
hesitate to get involved in fundraising 
events. If there’s a run or walk that’s 
being held to raise awareness and funds 
for research, Laura participates. 40kms, 
25kms, 8kms, and half marathons, rain, hail 
or shine - Laura’s up for it. And why not? 
Life’s precious, it’s sacred and if investing 
financially means medical breakthroughs 
allow people to enjoy longer, quality lives, 
what better endeavour is there?

In terms of how being educated at Luther 
has stood Laura in good stead given the 
challenges that emerged for her, she’s 
quick to draw a number of conclusions. 
Among them is the impact she feels 
Luther’s caring, compassionate spirit had 
not just on her, but her whole cohort. 
So many, she reflected chose careers in 
the helping professions. “That can’t be a 
coincidence”, she said.

As a Luther student Laura confesses she 
was aware of and grateful for her relative 
privilege. It motivated her to make a 
difference. At school she expressed care 
and giving back through the Wednesday 
Afternoon Service Program (WASP) which 
involved volunteering to help children in the 
Karen community with their homework.

Laura was also quick to admit that 
developing a spirit of generosity at school 
and the character strengths required of 
someone who’s determined to step up and 
help in ways that make a difference gave 
her a firm foundation to stand on and a 
resource she could dig deeply into when 
things got tough.

Laura, we thank you for who you are, 
for your generous heart, your incredible 
strength and courage, and for your beautiful 
soul. We thank you for your work on behalf 
of us all and wish you well in your quest to 
make every day count. We’ll do our best to 
do the same.
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Grace Tink (Gellert)
Class of 1968
Luther Through and Through
It’s Tuesday 11 February 1964 and Luther 
College’s 53 foundation students are 
assembling under the imposing cross, clock 
and bell tower for the first time. Among the 
Form II (Year 8) students is Grace Gellert. 
Standing there in full uniform: the dress (no 
shorter than two inches above the knee), 
blazer, hat and gloves she’s a bundle of 
nerves and excitement. But on balance, 
she’s more excited than nervous. She can’t 
wait to see what life on campus will be like. 
She’s a boarder, along with most of the 
other students. Only eight of those enrolled 
are locals - the day students.

Grace had to do Form I at Ararat High, 
a small country school, a 40-minute bus 
ride away from the family farm in Willaura, 
western Victoria because Luther was still 
under construction. Now the building and 
grounds are ready, and here she is, at the 
tender age of 13, not just making her own 
way in the world, but helping make Luther 
College history.

Fast forward 55 and a half years. It’s 
another Tuesday, 20 August 2019, and 
Grace is reflecting with great clarity, 
fondness, overwhelming positivity, and 
often amusement, on her formative four 
years at the College.

She remembers what a comfort it was 
to have her brother, Martin with her on 
campus - a couple of cousins too. They 

loved Luther, their boarding experience and 
the value of being part of such an intimate, 
close-knit community. “It’s the people that 
have held us close to the College over the 
decades”, Grace said. “And it’s why we 
love the reunions. We wouldn’t miss them. 
We get to connect with our classmates 
and reminisce. We’re also grateful to 
discover that the spirit of Luther that was so 
important to us is still the same today.” 

So, what was it like in those first years? 
“Well, it was fun, but it was scary too, 
especially at first, and it was definitely all 
about rules and the routine.” Grace giggled 
as she explained the details. “Even the 
dinner menu was on strict rotation: 4 ‘n’ 
20 pies, fat saveloys, fish ‘n’ chips, bread 
and butter pudding made from left over 
toast, and what we dubbed ‘mouse meat’ 
- a grey, tasteless stew that was hard to 
swallow. It wasn’t good”. Yep, copy that!

“We slept in cubicles, two to a space. It 
was when I was shown my cubicle on that 
first day that I met Judy. We were best 
friends instantly, and nothing’s changed. 
We’re still bound by our shared background 
and experience.” Grace remembers having 
to make the bed with hospital corners and 
the regular inspections to make sure they 
were just right. They had other chores too 
- meal duties, cleaning the bathrooms and 
common room among them. 

“We were ruled by bells”, Grace reflected. 
“It was like being in the army. Being 
regimented was a way to keep things 
under control, I guess. Running a boarding 
school was new for the administration and 
they wanted to avoid trouble. The rules 
saw to that - well, mostly!” After school the 
students filed into one of the classrooms 
to do homework with a duty teacher 
supervising and sometimes, they got to 
watch TV after tea.

Everyone was responsible for doing their 
own washing and ironing on the weekends. 
“No one did anything for us”, Grace 
explained. “We had to be independent and 
do things for ourselves. It made us pretty 
good problem solvers. We had to solve our 
own conflicts too. There was no running off 
to your mother to sort things out.” Grace 
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realised later how valuable it was learning 
how to manage relationships, to be self-
disciplined and resilient. “It set us up for 
success, maturing us and making us wise 
beyond our years,” she said.

“Don’t get me wrong”, Grace was quick to 
add, “we had plenty of good, old-fashioned 
fun too. We spent lots of time outdoors, 
sitting on rugs with our transistors. Life 
was simple. It was good. But we also got 
bored. It made us ingenious at finding 
ways to meet up with the boys, who of 
course, there was a huge effort to keep us 
separated from!” 

“We were kept busy with sport too. On 
Saturday afternoons we’d play netball, 
volleyball, softball, tennis, football or 
cricket. It kept us fit and healthy, as well 
as occupied! One of the house mistresses 
was a seamstress, so we girls were also 
taught sewing in our downtime. Saturday 
nights we entertained ourselves with 
concerts, quiz nights and the occasional 
film. There was a dance social once a 
term - and yes, we had midnight feasts! 
On Friday night shopping expeditions, we’d 
blow our pocket money on treats like lollies 
and cream buns. These were stowed and 
produced for those nights. Nothing ever 
tasted better. Sometimes we were caught 
by our house mistress. Detention followed, 
but it was always worth it!”

“Sundays”, Grace recounted, “we went 
to the Lutheran church in Ringwood but 
later we had chapel on the grounds in the 
Assembly Hall.” For Grace, Luther’s Christ-
centredness was a particular blessing. She 
puts the school’s Christian ethos down to 
making her feel comfortable, and at home, 
so quickly. It was the right place, she 
observed, for a reasonably naïve Lutheran 
country girl. It also underpinned the care 
shown. Grace can testify that the care 
Luther’s so well known for today, was there 
from the start. “It’s as foundational to the 
College”, she says, “as every student who 
was there on day one.”

As far as the learning goes, Grace 
remembers it was all about rote. “Learn 
this, learn that. It was about having 
knowledge poured into us. Women had 
limited opportunities in my day. They 
basically became secretaries, teachers or 
nurses before marrying and having kids. We 
were being prepared for domestic duties, 
really”, she said. Grace didn’t have much 
choice at the end of fifth form - Year 11. 
Her mother was ailing and needed help on 

the farm. So back she went. It was what a 
loving, loyal daughter did. 

What a surprising turn life took, when just a 
couple of years later, fellow boarder, John 
Tink, found himself in Willaura. As Martin’s 
friend, it wasn’t long before he was also 
literally on Grace’s doorstep. He’d come to 
work in the bank, and so, as Grace so aptly 
put it, “the rest is history!” 

The couple married and after nearly five 
years in Adelaide, the family, now including 
three daughters - Paula, Cindy and Julia - 
returned to Melbourne’s eastern suburbs. 
The hope of sending the girls to Luther 
was in the back of their minds when they 
chose that location, and it was realised. 
These second-generation Luther students 
each took away valuable lifelong learnings, 
much as their parents had before them. 
They attribute their time at the school 
with learning resilience, leadership skills 
and emotional intelligence. There was the 
opportunity to grow in dependence  
on God too. 

And what of Grace? Was motherhood 
enough for her? As it turns out, it wasn’t. 
With midlife came the realisation that as 
far as education was concerned, she’d 
been denied closure so with the courage 
and spirit that life at Luther had taught 
her, she went back to school. A TAFE 
welfare course led her to work at the Good 
Shepherd Lutheran Church in Ringwood, 
first as a volunteer, then an employee in 
a new community-based youth program. 
In the early 90’s there was a real problem 

with youth homelessness and the church 
was running a mediation program between 
young people and their families to help 
keep kids at home. They needed the right 
people involved. Grace was one of them.

It was innovative, unique and meaningful 
work, and Grace loved it. She thrived in the 
roles of mediator, support worker, parent 
educator, house supervisor and counsellor. 
All she’d learned as a boarder at Luther 
came rushing back. She needed it to help 
build relationships, run a tight ship, talk 
straight, administer tough love and help 
young people learn to be independent, all 
the while ensuring they felt cared for and 
valued. Could her preparation at Luther 
have been more relevant? Hardly.

Our conversation’s coming to a close, 
and Grace has just a few more things to 
emphasise… “I still love saying I went to 
Luther College”, she tells me. “People don’t 
always know the school, but I’m proud to 
talk it up. I’m so grateful for all I learned 
there and I can see that it’s still a wonderful 
environment to grow up in and discover 
yourself; to learn how you can contribute 
to the world. I stay close to the school 
because I love the place, sure…but also 
because creating community for others is 
important. 

After all these years, with my lifelong 
connections, I guess you could say I’m 
Luther through and through.”
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10 
years 
reunion
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20 
years 
reunion
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40years 
reunion
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Classes of
1967-70

Class of
1980
Class of
1990
Class of
2000
Class of
2010

Saturday 8 February - 50 year plus Gold Reunion

Saturday 8 February - Ruby Reunion

Saturday 16 May

Saturday 16 May

Saturday 22 August

Reunion 
dates for

2020
If you are a member of a graduating class with a ‘0’ at the end of it, please 
schedule your reunion date into your diary and start contacting your friends from 
Luther and encourage them to do the same. Great reunions rely on the domino 
effect – one person contacting another, contacting another….

For more information about our reunions, or to update your contact details, 
please contact the College on (03) 9724 2000 or email lcosa@luther.vic.edu.au

Vale
Dr Stuart Smith (Class of 1969) 
10 October 1951 - 7 August 2019

A father, a grandfather, a husband, a doctor, 
a generous member of the community – 
these were the many treasured hats worn 
by Dr Stuart Smith (Class of 1969). Sadly on 
7 August 2019 Stuart passed away leaving 
his family and community in mourning. 

The College is thankful Stuart was able to 
return earlier this year to celebrate his 50th 
year since graduating and according to 
his wife Jackie it was an evening he spoke 
fondly of, along with his time at Luther.

Life after Luther saw Stuart study medicine 
at Monash University, where he met his 
wife Jacqueline Rounsevell. Together 
they commenced their careers as general 
practitioners in Warrnambool, where they 
have been ever since other than one year in 
the United Kingdom to work in obstetrics. 
In 2016, both Stuart and Jackie retired 
from a 38 year work partnership with the 
Warrnambool Medical Clinic. It was a 

profession that they loved, but were ready 
to explore and enjoy the next stage of their 
lives. A father of three and grandfather of 
five Stuart’s next focus in life very much 
included enjoying his family.

In his career, Stuart delivered more than 
1000 babies, and was active in serving in 
governance roles, including as secretary of 
the local Australia Medical Association from 
1990 to 2007. He was an active mentor of 
medical students and hospital registrars, 
and was recognized by the Rural Agency 
Workforce Victoria for the profound impact 
he’d had on the health and wellbeing of 
local people.

Stuart loved sport, with volleyball and  
golf two of his passions. He also worked 
as a course doctor for the Warrnambool 
Racing Club.

One year after retirement, Stuart was 
diagnosed with Motor Neurone Disease. 

He took part in several trials hoping a cure 
would be found in the future and supported 
the amazing charity FightMND. Stuart cared 
deeply about others and continued his 
lifetime of care by donating his kidneys.

Luther College extends its deepest 
Christian sympathies to the family and 
friends of Dr Stuart Smith.
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Weddings and Engagements

Births

Congratulations to Josh WALKER (Class 
of 2014) and Charlotte O’Toole on their 
recent engagement (Sunday 13 October 
2019). Josh surprised Charlotte on the 
beach in Balmoral Sydney.

Luke RIDGWELL (Class of 2004) and 
Karlie Matthews were married at St Paul’s 
Lutheran Church (Box Hill) on Friday 31 
May 2019. Pictured L-R Leigh JONES 
(Class of 2004), Jessica Matthews, Karlie 
Ridgwell, Luke RIDGWELL (Class of 
2004), Sam RIDGWELL (Class of 2006) 
and Anthony WILSON (Class of 2004).

Thomas SCHNEIDER (Class of 2005 
and current teacher, Luther College) and 
Alysha SCHNEIDER (current teacher, 
Luther College) welcomed a son, Judah 
William Stanley Schneider on Friday 1 
November. Congratulations, this is Tom 
and Alysha’s first child.

Congratulations to Leah WALKENHORST 
(Class of 2007) and Ben NAUGHTIN 
(Class of 2003) on their recent 
engagement.

Ray BROOKMAN (Class of 
2004) married Kim Philpott on 
Saturday 22 December 2018 at 
Bramleigh Estate in Warrandyte. 
Ray is now a Leading Teacher at 
Warrandyte Primary School.

Community
News

LutherLetter
If you have news you wish to share 
in LutherLetter, please contact the 
College on (03) 9724 2000 or email 
communications@luther.vic.edu.au
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